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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Icome quickly: hold fast that 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 11. 


4. July 26.—The Pounds and the ‘lalents...... Luke 19 : 11-27 

August 2.—The Triumphal Entry... .. . Mark 11 ; 1-11 
August 9.—The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 

Temple (Iemperance Lesson). ...... Mark 11 : 12-33 

August 16.—The Wicked Husbandmen..... . Matt. 21 : 33-46 

4 August 23.—The Wedding Feast ......... Malt. 22 : 1-14 

9. August 30.—A Day of Questions... .. Matt. 22 : 1g-22 

10. September 6.—The Great Commandments ... . Mark 12 : 28-44 

11. September 13.—The Ten Virgins ...... . - Matt. 25 : 1-13 


12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . 


Matt. 25 : 31-46 
13. September 27.—Review : Jesus the Judge of Men. 





**I don't see what good advertising does,’’ said a 
small girl to a publisher friend, who was amused by 
her question. He knew older folk who were just as 
amusing. ‘* What kind of soap do you think of,”’ he 
asked, ‘‘ when any one speaks of soap?'’ ‘*‘ Why, 
Pears, of course!’’ she exclaimed. ‘*‘ And that’s the 
good that advertising does!’’ said he. Consciously 
or unconsciously, we are impressed by good adver- 
tising. Have you let the advertising columns of this 
paper do as much as they could for you ? 











Satisfied 
By Emily E. King 


LORD JESUS, I am satisfied ; 
My spirit is at rest ; 
I feel thee near, I know thee here, , 
Thy peace is in my breast: 
Wot only in yon starry sky, 
But in my heart thou sayest, “”Tis L” 








Was your school entered in The —_, School 
Times Rally Day contest last year? hether tt 
was or not, you will want to read the aie prize 
articles in which superintendents tell how their 
schools won a place on the Honor Roll. These witl 
be included in the special RALLY DAY NUMBER 
which will be published next week. Rally Day 
suggestions are also included tn the Graded Forum 
on page 498 of this issue. 


a 
Lost, or Saved ? 


Our best is hopeless ; but we may have God's 
best. Perhaps it is hard for us to realize that, since 
man fell, every man but One who ever lived has hope- 
lessly failed to keep the law of God. And it is hard 
for some to realize the exceeding simplicity of the way 
out of this failure, as provided by God. Dr. Scofield 
puts it tersely when he says: ‘‘ Law utterly condemns 
the best man ; grace freely justifies the worst.'’ And 
again : ‘* Law shuts every mouth before God ; grace 
opens every mouth to praise.’’ God's free and un- 
speakable gift of Jesus Christ sufficiently meets the 
need of the vilest sinner ; and the most earnest and 
sincere self-effort of the best man utterly fails to‘meet 


the just requirements 0f God's law. So we are shut 
up to grace, or toruin. But we cannot receive the 
blessings of grace until we have. recognized and con- 
fessed our failure and our helplessness. May God 
keep us in undimmed vision of the eternal curse and 
the eternal blessing which are the two great realities 


of life. 
ax 
What Plastic Means 


If now is the accepted time, then there will come 
a time which cannot be accepted. How eagerly we 
should seize the ‘‘now’’ of every opportunity as we 
remember this! Dr. John R. Mott makes out an 
overwhelming case for the fact that the present is an 
unprecedented world situation in Christian missions, 
He reminds us that ‘so many nations just now are in 
a plastic condition’’ ; but we are liable to forget, as we 
assent to this, what he immediately adds: ‘* and must 
soon become set like plaster.’"’ The very word plastic 
implies the later condition of plaster. So in all our 
dealings with ourselves and others in spiritual mat- 
ters: there is a present opportunity which will not 
always continue. May we yield swiftly to the grace 
of God and ‘* buy up the opportunity "’ sow, 


yd 
The Springtime Life 


We may always find the springtime of life in little 
children. They are closest to Him who make all 
things new. In a beautiful tribute to the late Sir 
Francis Belsey of London, beloved of Sunday-school 
workers during his more than forty years’ connection 
with the Sunday School Union of Great Britain, the 
Rev. Carey Bonner writes : ‘‘ He loved little children 
because he saw in them the likeness to the Child 
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Jesus. To those familiar with him in his long minis- 
try as superintendent of the Rochester Sunday-school 
it was a common sight, Sunday or week-day, to see 
him walking along with a group of boys and girls 
clasping his hands or his coat-tails ; or, when that was 
not practicable, trying to get as near to him as possi- 
ble. To them he gave his best. One could no more 
think of him apart from children than one could pic- 
ture spring without the flowers.’’ One of the best 
ways to become as little children ourselves is to love 
little children, Certain it is that unless these little 
ones, who are the flowers of this earth love us, we are 
not partaking of those springtime riches of God's love 
and children’s love which we ought to enjoy. 


Pd 
Independent Dependence 


No one knows what independence really means 
until he knows what dependence means, The son of 
a multimillionaire can afford to be quite independent 
of all other sources of income while he has the right 
to depend confidently upon his father. And we have 
a much better right to depend confidently upon our 
multimillionaire Heavenly Father. Moreover, ‘‘God 
is not satisfied with our simply being dependent upon 
him, but with our being independent of everything 
else. ‘Wait thou oz/y upon God.’"’ So there is no 
such thing as complete dependence upon God of the 
kind that he asks for, the kind that lets him bless us 
to the uttermost, unless it is accompanied by an 
equally complete independence of everything else. If 
my expectation is really and wholly from him, I shall 
not be keeping half an eye in some other direction at 
the same time. Divided dependence keeps us poor. 
Complete dependence makes us as independently 
wealthy as God is himself. 
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The Collapse of Civilization 


Is That What the War in Europe Means ? 


IVILIZATION can never finally prevent war. 
But many sincere people have eagerly, confi- 
dently believed that it would. 

Newspaper reading is a sobering experience to-day. 
Not only does it give us word-pictures of the most un- 
thinkable war in history, but it reveals also, with 
pitiless certainty, the unconscious cause of that war. 
Yet the brilliant reporters and editors who make our 
newspapers, and who are dealing with the war situa- 
tion with what-is often masterly power, almost to a 
man fail to see the reason of war and the cure for war. 

A shaft of searchlight on civilization flashes out 
when one reads in a daily paper, for example, that 
**Newport anticipates long and brilliant season as 
a result of curtailed gaieties in Europe.’’ Adjoining 
paragraphs in the account of Newport's gaieties state 
that the General Naval Board is in daily session at 
the Naval War College; four submarines were engaged 
in maneuvers near Brenton's Reef Lightship, with the 
torpedo boat Vesuvius engaged in torpedo firing ; and 
mixed handicap tennis doubles at the Casino reached 
the second round. 

It is the civilization that lives, not only for pleasure, 
but for commerce, science, education, national honor 
or reputation, personal happiness and advancement 
of every sort, rather than for the glory of God, that 
insures war. 

War is only one of many expressions of sin. Christ 
is the only cure for sin. Sin, indeed, is war: war 
against God. Every individual human life in which 
Christ is not Saviour and Lord is at war with God; 
and every nation which does not recognize Christ as 
Supreme Lord of its every national policy and action 
is thereby habitually at war with God. Only Christ 
can bring men and nations into peace with God. 


When we say this we recognize that there has never 
been, since our Lord came to this earth, such a thing 
as a Christian nation. There are nations in which live 
many Christians, both as private citizens and as public 
officials ; but the world has yet to see a nation whose 
acknowledged and implicitly obeyed head is Christ. 

If the individual in whom Christ does not live as 
Saviour and Lord is at war with God, whether he means 
to be or not, because of the deadly, sinful nature within 
him,—that ‘*mind of the flesh’’ which is ‘‘enmity 
against God,’’—equally true is it that all civilization 
which is not absolutely dominated by Christ, so that 
its habitual motives and actions seek only the glory of 
God, is a warring civilization. No matter how peace- 
ful such civilization may seem to be outwardly, it is in 
a state of ceaseless war against God,—and that is the 
deadliest war of all. 

Yet that is the condition of the civilization of the 
world to-day. And if civilization is thus, even though 
unconsciously to itself, engaged in an eternal warfare 
against the Creator God, how can it by any human 
activities or efforts or agreements be set free from war 
among men? It is hopeless for those who are warring 
with God to expect to be permanently at peace with 
one another. To look for temporal peace while an 
eternal warfare is going on is to look for fruit where 
there is no root. Temporal wars will come to an end 
when eternal warring comes to an end, and not until 
then. So assured and final peace by agreement among 
those who continue to engage in a common war against 
God is a mocking will-o’ -the-wisp. 

That is the reason why civilization has collapsed to- 
day in Europe. It will coniinue to collapse after evexy 
human attempt to set it up again. Civilization with- 
out Christ as Lord is a failure before it is set up. It 
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is A permanent state of war; and we cannot have 
peace while war is going on. 

A writer in a Chicago paper declares that ‘‘the 
very foundations of our faith in human civilization 
are torn up by the roots as we see this thing—this 
impious, loathsome thing—start on its way.’’ He 
misses the fact that the sooner our faith in human 
civilization zs torn up by the roots, the more hope for 
us. He recognizes that ‘‘ there can be no true vic- 
tory in this war’’ ; but his reason is a false one, for 
he adds, ‘‘ otherwise in vain are the inventions of the 
century, in vain the liberalizing and humanizing 
movement that struggles to engirdle the globe.’’ But 
no humanizing movement can ever save this globe. 
Humanity is a_ sin-poisoned, sin-wrecked thing. 
Nothing but a superhuman, supernatural Lord can 
save our world, 

Most people would thoughtlessly agree to the state- 
ment that the motives of war ‘‘are as primitive and 
as diametrically opposed to civilization’’ as ‘‘a blood 
feud in Kentucky, or the game of hunting heads in 
Borneo."’ Yet thatis not true. Warand civilization 
are not opposed to each other ; they are essentially 
the same, Civilization seeks certain desirable things 
for the glory of man, War seeks certain desirable 
things for the glory of man, Civilization that is not 
supremely dominated by Jesus Christ is a condition 
of war against God, That is why civilization leads 
with an almost inevitable certainty to the more obvious 
condition which we call war. 

What is the solution, the end of all war, as seen by 
those who look hopefully to civilization for the way 
out? It is given at the conclusion of the typical arti- 
cle that has been quoted. ‘*What is the answer? 
More rational public opinion. And that can only 
come from education. ... I mean the education that 
comes from the field, the lathe, the scalpel, the test- 
tube, the microscope.’ 


** Civilization, Humanity, and Co.’’ 


The war in Europe to-day is the answer to that 
theory. Civilization by education has collapsed. 
God knew, and men to whom God was trying to 
speak might have known, that it was doomed before 
it was tried. 

The Czar proclaims to his people: ‘‘It is not only 
the protection of a country related to us and unjustly 
attacked that must be accorded now, but we must 
safeguard the honor, the dignity, and the integrity of 
Russia and her position among the great powers."’ 
That declaration well represents the attitude of most 
civilized Christian nations to-day. It says nothing 
about the honor and the glory of God. It represents 
the self-centered, sin-poisoned civilization that col- 
lapses when the right opportunity comes. 

A cartoon in the Chicago Daily News grimly pic- 
tures the collapse of civilization. It is labeled 
‘*Good News for Him,"’ and it represents Satan, with 
a leering smile, reading a news dispatch with the 
headline ‘‘Another War in Europe,’’ while under it 
is the subhead ‘ Failure of Civilization, Humanity 
and Co.’’ The point that most men miss is that that 
fuilure has been going on since civilization began in 
the building of the first city, founded by the murderer 
Cain, 

An editorial writer in one of the newspapers says, 
‘«War remains what it is : an abysmal and sickening 
reversion to the primitive brute in man.’’ But that 
primitive brute in man continues unchanged in char- 
acter in the most civilized nan on earth who is with- 
out Christ as Saviour and Lord. War in such a man 
is not a reversion to a former state ; it is only an ex- 
pression of the present state. So the nation that is 
dishonoring God through failure to live solely for the 
glory of God does not revert to a former condition when 
it goes to war; it only expresses its present condition. 

It seems plausible to say that ‘* The hope of hu- 
manitarianism and civilization rests on the very enor- 
mity of the impending calamity. ... The disaster 
will be so overwhelming that peace when it comes 
must be lasting.’’ But that is a delusion, Disaster 
does not put an end tosin. And war is only one ex- 
pression of sin, ‘This [war] may be the furnace 
necessary to purge humanity of its brutal perspect- 
ive.’" No; war can not take the place of the blood 
of Christ for the purging of humanity. Nor can civ- 
liization. 

‘We deplore,’’ declared those present at a meet- 
ing of representative Germans and Austrians held last 
week in Chicago, ‘‘ the existence of a state of war in 
this enlightened age, and we fervently hope that it 
may end speedily, and that peace and the pursuit of 
happiness may soon be restored to all the peoples of 
Europe.’* Men do not realize that peace and the 
pursuit of happiness as chief goals of life cannot go 
together. It is the selfish pursuit of happiness that 
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makes war. Yet happiness such as men could never 
devise for themselves comes into their life when they 
put God ahead of their happiness. 

Of course ‘‘ uncivilized’’ things will be done in this 
war in which civilization has collapsed. The report 
of the dropping of bombs by an airship on a certain 
town is accompanied by the statement: ‘‘ There is 
indignation in official quarters over the action. While 
it is admitted that in war it is the privilege of an 
enemy to inflict every possible damage on the fighting 
force of his opponent, the dropping of bombs on un- 
protected towns without warning is declared to be a 
violation of the rules of civilized warfare.’’ The re- 
port speaks of the new high explosive that was used : 
‘«The fifteen soldiers killed are said to have literally 
been blown to pieces. Bodies. were rent into small 
pieces and heads and limbs torn into small shreds.’’ 

War knows no favorites, It levies upon whom it 
will. The writer was speaking to a student in The 
Moody Bible Institute a few days after the war com- 
menced, and it came out that the student was then 
expecting to have to return to Hungary to take his 
place in the army. The hopes and possibilities of a 
lifetime of Christian service are perhaps shattered, not 
only in that one life, but in how many others! And 
so in other walks of life. A well-known French jour- 
nal states in a valedictory editorial that the paper ‘‘ is 
left hardly with a member of the staff or a printer. 
We have other duties to perform now—on the fron- 
tier. This is our last edition until the war is ended.”’ 

A cartoon in the Public Ledger of Philadelphia 
tells its tragic story well, It is a picture of a woman, 
‘« Europe,’’ staggering and about to fall from a bleed- 
ing bullet wound in her breast. By her feet is a re- 
volver, the smoke floating from its barrel ; itis labeled 
‘‘Armed Peace Theory.’’ Under the picture is the 
caption ‘‘It Was Loaded.,”’ 

Yet the ‘‘armed peace theory’’ is no more danger- 
ous and deadly than the theory of permanent peace by 
any other sort of human agreement. Every such 
theory is loaded with a deadlier bullet than is the re- 
volver. It is loaded with man’s sin. Agreement 
among men will never bring to an end the warring 
power of their sin. Only Christ, received as Saviour 
and Lord both in individual men and by nations, 
can make harmless that which is deadly. 

This explains the futility of world-peace hopes in 
tribunals, conferences, and pledges of arbitration. 
Never has the futility of world-peace on the basis of 
men’s agreement been so sadly revealed as in this 
hour. Yet multitudes of earnest Christian men and 
women have been deceived by that false hope. We 
should, of course, always do everything in our power 
to prevemt war. Tribunals of international arbitration 
can prevent some wars. We cannot do too much to 
increase peace sentiment throughout the world. But 
in every such effort let us recognize fundamental 
things : that peace agreements among nations in which 
Jesus Christ is not the supreme ruler can at best deal 
only with surface conditions ; they may be temporary 
preventives ;: they can never be cures. 


Where, then, Lies Our Hope? 


The Philadelphia papers tell of an invitation re- 
ceived by an American local secretary of the Univer- 
sal Peace Union to attend the World Peace Congress 
in Vienna, Austria (!), that had been scheduled for 
September. The invitation was written two weeks 
before, in Vienna, by the President of the World 
Peace Congress, and, says the reporter, ‘‘it would 
have impressed the reader as an augury of the dawn 
of a new era of peace on earth and good-will among 
men. To-day it sounded like irony.’’ Another 
Philadelphia paper says that the local secretary 
‘‘isn’t going to attend the Peace Congress in Vienna 
for the good reason that there isn’t going to be any 
Peace Congress next month. Two local delegates 
who left several weeks ago to be present at the Con- 
gress are now trying to get away from the warring 
countries."’ Peace by agreement is not the peace 
which our Lord Jesus Christ offers to give to this 
world, Peace by conquest, His personal conquest, 
is the only sure hope of the world, 

As we see the truth of the inevitable collapse of 
civilization, we see also that the United States of 
America is no safer from war than is any other nation. 
An editorial writer gropes for the truth, but misses it, 
when he says: ‘‘America, in splendid isolation, re- 
tains her balance. It is a house builded upon a rock. 
Our great experiment, founded on peace and liberty, 
still holds the beacon. We stand to save the world 
from slipping back, to demonstrate to every people 
the greater value of peace, of progress, of civilization. 
As the anchor of civilization we must not fail.”’ 

But if civilization is our anchor, we have failed 
already. It is not treason, it is not jingoism, to say 
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that the United States is no exception to the sweeping 
truth that there has never yet been a Christian nation : 
a nation with our Lord Jesus Christ in supreme con- 
trol of its life, its purposes, its plans, its policies. It 
is indeed a matter of profound thanksgiving to Chris- 
tians here and the world over that the present admin- 
istration of the United States includes, in its President 
and other leaders, true, stalwart Christian men. May 
they be guided unerringly by their Lord in this great 
world-crisis! But the only sure, blessed hope, as we 
stand in the midst of a collapsed civilization, is our 
Lord's word that he, the Prince of Peace, will himself 
establish peace upon this earth, and not by the futile 
agreements of men, but by his own arbitrarily and 
blessedly exercised power when he returns in personal 
presence to this earth. Then, and then only, shall we 
begin to know the meaning of a Christ-made, Christ- 
centered civilization. Then shall we know the reign 
of the Prince of Peace. 
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Triumphing in Weather Tests 

It is a day of release when one discovers the se- 
cret that gives him a new independence of all weather 
or climate conditions, Perhaps some of us have not 
believed that such a complete independence was prom- 
ised or possible in this life. A very common experi- 
ence is set forth in the following letter : 

In the editorial of May 9.‘‘ Climate Proof,'’ would you want 
to be understood as implying that climate should make no 
difference in any way to a Christian? How about the mis- 
sionaries who have had to give up work in India because they 
cannot stand the climate? 

It seems to me I could do twice as much elsewhere in a 
more even, less nerve-straining climate than ours, for it takes 
most of my will power to keep going and look pleasant, and 
there's no energy left for what I want todo. ‘lhe climate op- 
presses me,—mentally and physically,—so heavy a burden that 
I wonder whether the promise of joy and peace can be ful- 
filled to me so long as | stay here. 

So long as we stay in Christ, the promise of joy and 
peace can be fulfilled in us. Our Lord Jesus is not 
affected by weather or climate ; and he is able to give 
us, :all the time, his own undefeated and undisturbed 
life, with all its love, joy, peace, and every other fruit 
of his Spirit, no matter what part of the world we are 
in nor what the weather conditions are. This is a lit- 
eral, practical truth. Many Christians can thankfully 
testify that they have put it to the test, and that the 
Lord has proved ittothem. Of course, one may have 
to do less physical work in hot weather than in cold ; 
and one may have to move from one climate to another 
on account of health considerations. But this has to 
do only with the health of the body, not at all with 
the health of the spirit. The life that is Christ, which 
is ours for the taking, is a wholly supernatural life, 
and it cannot be affected by those external, natural 
conditions that make up environment. 

One's will-power can indeed keep him going so far 
as certain activities are concerned ; and one’s will- 
power can even enable him to look pleasant on the 
outside when he feels far from pleasant inside. But 
one's will-power can never give him that supernatural 
peace and joy which are the real secret of looking 
pleasant without effort. Christ alone can do that, and 
Christ can do it abundantly in any weather. It is 
God’s energy that produces the fruit of the Spirit— 
such as joy and peace; and after God has done this 
he has plenty of energy left to enable us still to do all 
that he wants us to do, 

Let us be quite clear in the distinction between the ef- 
fect of the climate on our physical life and the effect on 
our spiritual lifes God may want us to make con- 
cessions physically to the climate, and he has un- 
doubtedly recalled missionaries or changed their field 
on that account. But God never wants us to make 
concessions in our own spiritual life to weather condi- 
tions. The worse the weather, the better our oppor- 
tunity to witness to the keeping power of a Lord who 
asks and enables us to rejoice always. 


a 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


OUR Father, disarm us of our crippling devotion to 

trifles. Rend us away from our absorption in the gaudy 

and cheap. While we pay the tremendous cost of liv- 

ing, in toil and pain and weariness, see that we get out of it 

the one thing big and lasting. Flood our souls with the divine 

and eternal. ... Father, we would share with thee thy life and 

its majestic tasks. Set our hands busy healing the hurts of 

men, and bringing in the kingdom of righteousness, peace, and 
joy, through our Ford Jesus Christ. 


LESSON FOR AUG. 30 (Matt. 22 : 15-22) 
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well informed answer ? 
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' Sunday-School Facts that Most People Don’t Know 


If you were asked, ‘“‘ What is the Sunday-school doing in North America?” could you give a rousing and 
If not, perhaps you'll want to clip this page and keep it in your Bible 


. 
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The Cradle Roll of North America now has more than a 
million babies in it. ‘This is a gain of 347,000 in the last 
three years; there are nearly 44,000 Cradle Rolls, 


Of the 3,442 counties in the International field, 2,592 
are organized. Of these 1,122 have reached the banner 
standard, indicating that they are fully covered with town- 
ship, city, or district organizations. More than 19,000 
Sunday-school conventions are held annually in North 
America, or an average of over fifty conventions a day, in- 
cluding state, provincial, township, and city. 


The total registration of adult class members in the 
International field is 819,061. The estimated membership 
of adult classes which are not organized is 1,116,316. 


31,321 First Standard Diplomas for Teacher-'lraining, 
and 1,905 Advanced Standard Diplomas were granted dur- 
ing the triennium. There are lots of trained teachers in 
the Sunday-school now,—and there are going to be a great 
many more, 


Many people do not know that there is now in existence 
a well organized training-school for young men and women 
who contemplate giving their lives to organized Sunday- 
school work. It is held at Conference Point, on the shore 
of beautiful! Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. It is a summer 
school, meeting for a ten-day session, and it offers a sys- 
tematic four years’ course, ‘The first session was-teld in 
1912, when 144 students from 28 states and provinces were 
enrolled. The number increased slightly last year, and 
the faculty, including special lecturers and International 
superintendents, included 21 persons, The course of study 
included 111 lectures. Those who wish to know more 
about this new opportunity for studying and fitting one’s 
self for usefulness in the organized Sunday-school field may 
address the International Sunday School Association, 1416 
Mallers Building, Chicago, Illinois. 


Scarcely twenty years have passed since Massachusetts 
was the first state to employ a primary superintendent, 
while now more than one-half of the state and provincial 
associations realize the importance of the paid elementary 
superintendent, 35 of these having been in attendance at 
the Chicago Convention. 


The Home Department has gained 143,640 members in 
the last three years, 


During the past three years the four-leaf clover has grown 
in favor as a suitable emblem of the work of the four de- 
partments included in the Elementary division of the Sun- 
day-school,—Cradle Roll, Beginners, Primary, and Junior. 
Said Mrs, Bryner: ‘*’‘The aim of the Elementary teacher is 
to win the heart of the child, ‘The four little clover leaves 
are heart-shaped and joined to one stem. Where they 
unite, there may sometimes be seen a pearly drop of dew, 
so this emblem is suggestive of our colors, white and green, 
[standing for purity and growth], as well as our work,’’ 


Hiere is a significant point made by Mrs. Bryner: 
‘* Nearly all Cradle Roll babies have two living parents 
(there are now more than one million members enrolled in 
the Cradle Rolls of North America). The influence on 
the home life of two million parents can hardly be esti- 
mated. ‘The Parents’ Department, Mothers’-Meetings, 
Mothers’ Classes, and Mothers’ Departments are all help- 
ing to secure closer co-operation between home and Sun- 
day-school.’’ 


The interests of boys and girls of the teen age have 
leaped into a place of recognized and organized promi- 
nence within the last few years. Upwards of a quarter of 
a million leaflets on this department of Sunday-school work 
have been printed and distributed throughout North Amer- 
ica ; 8,702 secondary or teen-age classes have been recog- 
nized according to the International standards; the Older 
Boy and Older Girl Conferences of to-day are a part of the 
largest fruitage of the work; and evangelism is prominent 
in the work, 


One general secretary of a state Sunday-school Associa- 
tion is prayerfully leading fifty capable young lives into 
foreign missionary service. Mr. Brown points out that, 
while ‘‘it is most heartening to see the way in which the 
local schools are responding to the plans for missionary 
work, yet the aggregate returns are wofully beneath the 
ability of the schools of North America. ... The average 
gift to missions, home and foreign, from the Sunday-school 
members of a great denomination is a penny every three 
weeks, or about sixty cents apiece for the year.... The 
men in Chicago who smoke cigars alone sperd more money 
for cigars than all the Christians of all the world give to 
carry the gospel of redeeming love to foreign lands. Of 
the Sunday-schools of the largest body of evangelical Chris- 
tians in America, one in three gives nothing at all to mis- 
sions. When it is recalled that the average annual gifts to 


The staff of employed secretaries or superin- 
tendents of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, under the leadership of General Secretary 
Marion Lawrance, are carrying on an incessantly 
effective work in North America’s Sunday-school 
campaign. The striking items on this page are taken 
from the reports of these men and women which 
were presented at the Chicago International Con- 
vention in June. Those who are here quoted are 
the following : 


Marion Lawrance, General Secretary. 

Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, Elementary Superin- 
tendent. 

John L. Alexander, Secondary Superintendent. 

W.C. Pearce, Adult Superintendent. 

Franklin McElfresh, Teacher Training Superin- 
tendent. 

G. Shreve Durham, Visitation Superintendent. 

William A. Brown, Missionary Superintendent. 

Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, Temperance Superin- 
tendent. 

E. K. Mohr, Purity Superintendent. 

W. C. Merritt, Superintendent for the Southwest. 

Aquila Lucas, Superintendent for West Indies, etc. 

Homer C. Lyman, Superintendent of Work Among 
Negroes. 








foreign missions is something like ten cents a member from 
the Sunday-schools of North America, and when it is fur- 
ther recalled that a certain school averages $6 a member, 
and a certain class averages $60 a member for missions, 
who is bold enough to suggest the final returns from these 
numerous schools when once they have been led into 
aggressive missionary giving? ‘Ihe Sunday-schools of 
North America are the unworked missionary mines of 
wealth untold.’’ 


The five states enrolling the largest numbers of teacher- 
training students in the Sunday-schooi are the following : 
Pennsylvania, 36,156; Alabama, 8,808; Indiana, 5,858; 
Minnesota, 5,550; Ohio, 4,739. ‘There is an organization 
and superintendent of teacher-training in every state and 
province, though in only a few of the larger states is there 
any salary to workers. 


A pastor added 408 new members to his church in one 
day, as the result of its splendid organization and the fol- 
lowing up of the names brought to him by Ilome Visita- 
tion, 





International Sunday School Statistics 


The figGres of enrolment in the Sunday-schools of the 
International field (that is, North America, including 
Hawaii, the Philippines, Porto Rico, Cuba, and the West 
Indies) as reported to the last six triennial conventions 
are as follows: 





CONVENTION 


,HELD IN Date Scuoors Orricers Scnorars ‘Tota. 

Atlanta . 1899 148,139 1,482,303 12,017,325 13,469,633 
Denver . 1902 152,930 1,514,119 12,309,412 14,101,289 
Toronto . . . .1905 155,007 1,556,947 12,076,232 14,127,541 
Louisville . 1908 161,750 1,594,674 13,515,498 15,110,172 
San Francisco .191r 173,459 1,670,845 14,946,504 16,617,350 
Chicago .. . .1914 175,685 1,690,739 16,750,297 18,441,036 











A Sunday-school is not likely to get very far in its mis- 
sionary service until it has some very definite missionary 
aims, Here are the ‘* 1914 Missionary Aims’’ presented 
in the report of the International Missionary Superin- 
tendent : 


1. A Missionary Superintendent and Committee. 
2. Officers and Teachers Developed in Missionary Lead- 
ership. 
s mn Missionary Impression Every Sunday. 
4. Graded Missionary Material Used in Every Depart- 
ment. 7 
5. Missionary Literature Regularly Circulated. 
* 6.. The School ‘Trained in Intercession. 
7. Tie School Instructed in Christian Stewardship and 
Contributing Systematically to Missions, 
8. The School Engaged in Some Form of Evangelism 
and Social Service. 
g. The School a Recruiting Agency for Christian Lead- 
ers in Social Service and Missions. 
to. ‘The School Actively Participating in the Missionary 
Campaigns for Christianizing North America and Evangel- 
izing the World. 


A description of a picture closed the report of Work 
Among the Negroes. After emphasizing especially the re- 
vealed possibilities of Sunday-school teacher - training 
among the negroes, Mr. Lyman said: ‘*In the negro sec- 
tion of the Educational Exhibit you will find two pictures 
that “will abide with you forever. The one is a group of 
ministerial students, with all the marks of high ideals and 


. schools, and New Mexico a gain of 211 percent. 


fellowship with the divine showing in every face. The 
other is a convict camp, with the prison chaplain preach- 
ing to about the same number of young men clad in prison 
stripes. ... It was the Sunday-school that stood at the 
parting of the ways for these men,”’ 


It is difficult for us to realize the hindrances to effective 
Sunday-school work that exist in certain parts of the In- 
ternational field. In the West Indies, Central America, 
and Northern South America, *‘in cities and towns de- 
nominational lines often seem very closely drawn, and the 
habit of ‘not going to another church’ prevents many a 
teacher from getting the full benefit of a series of meetings 
which are being held. Hence local committees often send 
the International Secretary to several churches rather than 
to one central.’’ But ‘tall departments of modern Sun- 
day-school work have been diligently pressed upon the 
peoples, and pleasing instances of practise are springing 
up all over the field.”’ 


Marion Lawrance challenges and invites North America’s 
Sunday-schools to make the following gains each year dur- 
ing the next four years: 

1,000,000 new Sunday-school members. 
1,000, 000 total abstinence pledge signers. 
1,000,000 accessions to the churches from Sunday-school 
a 
10,000,000 to be reached through home visitation campaigns. 
25,000 additional organized classes in the secondary and 
adult divisions of the Sunday-schools. 
20,000 new Home Departments. 
50,000 new Cradle Rolls. 
5,000 new mission study classes. 

100,000 new members enrolled in teacher-training classes. 

A city training school or institute in every city of 
fifty thousand or more, with at least one or 
more in every state or province. 

Too new graded unions. 
10,000 organizd classes engaged in some definite form of 
community service, 


In Trinidad ‘‘ the day schools are under denominational 
supervision, though they work government standards and 
receive government grants. Religious teaching is given 
in early hour of day-school session, and liberal use is 
made of the International weekly lesson and its daily 
readings. These means have given a thoroughness of 
Bible knowledge which would put to shame many scholars 
in our northern Sunday-schools.’’ 


The work in the West Indies and related fields is being 
blessed indeed. ‘‘ Full congregations, who on foot have 
come from far, and are present with expectancy at the 
opening of a morning session, devout, worshipful, at- 
tentive, can never be forgotten. ‘When will you come 
again?’ ‘Can’t we have another convention soon?’ 
* We never saw Sunday-school work in this light before.’ ’’ 


Said Mrs. Stevens: ‘* The first question that the Sun- 
day-school must answer is, ‘ What must I do to be saved ?’ 
The next question is, ‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?’ ‘The temperance workers of our Sunday-schools are 
helping to answer that second question. 


In the three years since the San Francisco convention 
planned aggressive work for the Great Southwest, Arizona 
shows a gain of 45 percent in the number of Sunday- 
While the 
remarkable advance is not wholly due to the work of these 
three years, it is the result of their better organization. 


‘*The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when received 
into the life of the Mexican, produces character that is as 
true and beautiful as in the Anglo-Saxon.’’ 


More than thirty-one million people have been visited by 
the Sunday-school since the Home Visitation Department 
was founded six years ago as part of the International 
Sunday-school work. 


**It is commonly said in the South that the colored stu- 
dents are educated away from the churches ; and often it's 
too true, Sunday-school teacher-training work is going to 
counteract that.’’ 


Speaking for the Purity Department, Mr. Mohr said: 
‘The simple crying out against an evil is apt to prove no 
more than suggestive sentiment, Our faith must not be 
in odious facts, but in the preservative force of ideals. 
Because of much negative emphasis, many imagine that 
Sunday-school Purity work must of necessity be an intro- 
duction to that which is hideous, vile, shameful, and im- 
pure. That our good may not be evil spoken of, we have 
from the beginning insisted that the word PURITY is the 
only word which should characterize the effort which ought 
to be made. This word has a positive, constructive, 
aggressive quality which makes for that which is normal, 
natural, reverent, highest, and best. ‘This department 
should bring fear to none, but hope and cheer to all.” 
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What happened at a turning-point in Gracie Neal’s life 


THE HEART OF A GIRL 


By Angelina W. Wray 
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(Concluded from last week's issue.) 
lll. FIFTEEN YEARS OLD 


HE girls in Miss Lester's class clustered around 
her like bees around a flower. They were an 
interesting group with their bright faces turned 

toward the teacher, and she felt a strange mingling of 
joy and anxiety as she smiled back at them, while she 
went on with her story of the heroism shown by one 
of the modern missionaries of the Cross. 

The story was a graphic one, well told, and the six- 
teen girls sighed with genuine pleasure and admira- 
tion at its close. 

‘* Life means more because such fine characters are 
living now,’’ Marion Benner said earnestly. ‘‘I used 
to think all the Christian heroes lived long ago in 
Bible times, and had very little connection with real 
life or the modern world, But you have helped me 
to understand that there are heroes to-day, just as 
splendid, just as well worth imitating, as there were 
then. Thank you, Miss Lester, for giving us this 
lovely glimpse of the heroism of everyday living.’’ 

The girl's fine face giowed with feeling, and Miss 
Lester gave her a quick glance of gratitude. 

‘¢There are heroes in our own city, too,’’ Gracie 
Neal added with great earnestness. ‘‘ Martyrs, even, 
Miss Lester. We all know them.’’ 

‘*I'm sure you do.’’ Miss Lester felt a strange 
sense of exhilaration. It was so seldom any one could 
succeed in focusing Gracie Neal's attention, ‘There 
are everyday heroes all around us. Whom had you 
thought of particularly, Gracie? Any one we know ?”’ 

‘Oh, yes !'’ promptly. ‘Mrs. Banks is a hero, 
—a real martyr, I think.’’ 

Mrs. Banks was the sexton’s wife, a rosy, rotund 
personage who tipped the scales at two hundred and 
ten pounds, and concerning whom no one in the class 
knew any particularly admirable quality, but Gracie 
went on gravely, ‘‘She certainly suffers enough for 
her belief.’’ 

‘And what is her belief?’’ Miss Lester queried, 
with some curiosity, while the class bent forward. 

Gracie’s eyes danced with fun. ‘* Why, she be- 
lieves she can wear a number three shoe on a number 
seven foot,’’ she said demurely. 

Miss Lester laughed with the rest, but in her heart 
she felt a trifle hurt. The point of the lesson was 
gone, she feared, the lesson she had prepared so care- 
fully and prayerfully, 

After the session she took a long walk, and on her 
return met a fellow-teacher. 

‘Gracie Neal must be dreadfully trying,’’ her 
friend said, sympathetically. ‘*I saw you holding 
the absorbed attention of that class all through the 
lesson, and then heard them spoil it all by giggling. 
Of course I knew it was Gracie who had set them off, 
and I felt sorry for you. One can’t help liking her, 
but she'd do or say anything in the world for a joke, 
It must be exceedingly exasperating.’’ 

Miss Lester smiled. 

‘*I'm afraid I felt that way myself for a few mo- 
ments this afternoon,’’ she said. ‘But I've taken a 
long walk, and let God's fresh air blow some common 
sense into my head. After all, the lesson I was try- 
ing to teach was God's lesson, not mine, I don't 
believe he will let a few laughing words destroy its 
influence. Gracie is so reserved that it’s hard to tell 
just when she ¢s touched.”’ 


‘eis RACIE NEAL reserved ! Why, Rose Lester ! 
she tells all that comes into her mind, and a 
lot more! She's always chattering, always 

joking. Reserved! That's the last adjective on earth 

to apply to her.’’ 
‘Perhaps you are right. 


But I have an odd im- 


pression that she often conceals her real emotions by’ 


that light, careless way of talking. She's so quick 
and funny. The girls fairly idolize her. For good or 
ill, she will always be a leader.”’ 

**She doesn’t lead Marion Benner.”’ 

‘*No. But do you know, deep down at the bottom 
of my heart I have a conviction that those two girls 
really respect and admire each other. They ought to 
be friends. Each is the complement of the other. 
Some time I mean to try to bring them together.’’ 

*¢T envy you your courage, if you do. They have 
been at swords’ points since they were little children.”’ 


Somewhat to Miss Lester's surprise, she found 
Gracie waiting for her when she reached her own 
home. In her hand she carried an exquisite pink 
rose, ‘It's for you, Miss Lester,’’ she said. 

‘¢Oh, Gracie, how beautiful! Thank you, dear.’’ 

Gracie hesitated a moment, then she spoke hur- 
riedly ; ‘*I'm afraid you think I was mean when I 
spoiled your lesson.,”’ 

.It was Miss Lester's turn to hesitate then. 

‘Not mean, Gracie ; you were just a little thought- 
less,’’ she said at last. 

The girl smiled half-wistfully, and, moved by a 
sudden impulse, Miss Lester put her arms around the 
slender form and looked deep into the dark eves. 

‘*You funny girl,’’ she said softly, ‘I’m half 
afraid of you. But if I should guess something, will 
you tell me if it’s true?’’ 

‘*Yes.’’ The girl spoke the little monosyllable half- 
defiantly. 

‘I think you were touched by the lesson, and took 
that way to throw off its impression. Am I right?’’ 

‘Yes,’ reluctantly. The girl's face was turned 
away. After a moment she asked, curiously, ‘*‘ Why 
are you afraid of me, Miss Lester ?’’ 

‘¢I’'m afraid that in some way I shall fail to under- 
stand you, dear, and so keep you from exercising 
your splendid powers of leadership aright. You have 
a wonderful influence over the other girls. They ad- 
mire and imitate you.’’ 

Gracie’s beautiful face dimpled with pleasure as 
she turned toward the speaker. She was evidently 
both conscious and proud of her powers of leadership. 

‘If you won't laugh, I'll try to tell you some- 
thing, Miss Lester,’’ she said, slowly, ‘It’s hard for 
me to say it.’’ 

There was a long silence. 
gently, ‘‘Go on, dear.’’ 

Another long interval of silence. Then Gracie said, 
with trembling lips, ‘* Miss Lester, will you—will you 
ask God to help me tell you ?”’ 

Another iush. 

‘¢T have, Gracie, dear.’’ 

The girl waited another long moment. 
words came slowly, painfully. 


sid [ M QUEER. It's easy for me to talk about almost 
everything except the things I love the most. 
Then my heart ties right up in a hard knot. 
It seems as if I couldn’t bear it,—and then—’’ 

‘‘And then you say or do something to raise a 
laugh and break the spell. Is that it, Gracie?’ 

‘Yes. Isn't it funny, when I talk so much, that 
I can't speak of the things I really like the best? I 
can’t even tell the friends I love how much I care for 
them. The words seem like drops of blood, drawn 
out of my heart.’’ 

There was no mistaking the slow, agonizing earnest- 
ness of the speaker, and Miss Lester felt her own 
heart ache. 

‘*T understand, Gracie. And I know you are tell- 
ing me this because you love me.’’ 

The girl flashed a transfigured face upon her, 

‘*Yes,’’ she said, simply. 

‘¢ You funny little girl ! Gracie, I'm looking straight 
into your heart now. You're letting me. Shall we 
goon? May I ask you another question, or shall we 
stop talking now ?”’ 

‘«If we stop now, I guess it will be for forever,’’ 
the girl answered. ‘What is yoyr question, Miss 
Lester ?’’ 

‘*You cannot lead Marion Benner, Gracie. Do you 
like her ?’’ 

A vivid crimson stained the fair young face. 

‘* What difference does it make whether | like her 
or not ?’’ she questioned, bitterly. ‘* Marion is abso- 
lutely certain that God's crowning work of creation 
was Marion Benner. She is entirely perfect in her 
own estimation.”’ 

‘*You haven't answered my question. 
Marion ?”’ 

The proud lips quivered. 

‘*What makes you ask me that, Miss Lester? 
You’ ve guessed so many things about me that I sup- 
pose you know! do. Her heart seems like a garden 
to me, full of lovely flowers. I'd like to go in, even 
once, to see them. And I'd let her look into mine. 


Miss Lester finally said 


Then the 


Do you like 


But I'm afraid—I' m afraid she'll never see anything 
but the weeds,’’ and Gracie winked the hot tears from 
her eyes. 

‘You poor child !"’ Miss Lester kissed her again 
and again, realizing the heart-hunger under the gay 
exterior, ‘‘ Marion needs your friendship. You both 
need each other, and both of you need the higher, 
truer friendship of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.’ 

‘*T belong to Him,’’ Gracie said, simply. ‘That's 
hard to say, too, Miss Lester. I don’t know why ; 
but I'm sure He understands.”’ 

‘¢T’m sure He does.’ An overwhelming sense of 
reverence and respect had come into Miss Lester's 
heart. As the girl went out ito the bright spring 
sunshine she looked after her with brimming eyes. 

‘That splendid young life consecrated to Christ ! 
What a wonderful influence she will exert in the com- 
ing years! And she has asked me to help her. Lord, 
show me how. Give mea little of thine infinite love 
and tenderness, and teach me, that I may teach her."’ 

She turned from the door to come face to face with 
Marion Benner. 


sid ISS LESTER, have you a moment to spare? 
I want to tell you that this afternoon, as I 
listened to the wonderful story you told, I 
made up my mind that my life should belong to Jesus 
Christ forever and ever."’ 

‘* Marion, dear !-How happy you make me! Come 
in, and tell me all about it.’’ 

The girl came in gladly. 
spoke of her love for the King. 

‘*] think I’ve always loved him, Miss Lester. But 
somehow, listening to you this afternoon, the love 
crystallized into definite purpose. I mean to serve 
him and work for him all my life.” 

The two talked together for a little while. Then 
Miss Lester, feeling again an odd impulse overmaster- 
ing her, said gently, ‘* Marion, do you like Gracie ?’’ 

Marion stiffened. ‘1 am perfectly indifferent to 
her. I neither like nor dislike ‘her.’’ 

‘«It always seems to me that you two leaders should 
be friends.”’ 

‘‘ I’m not a leader.’ 

‘Oh, yes ! you are,’’ 

‘‘T’m not.’’ Marion’s tones were impatient. ‘I 
don’t care for leadership. The sense of responsibility 
is irksome to me. I don’t want any one to follow me 
or imitate me in any way.”’ 

Her distaste was as evident and sincere as Gracie's 
pleasure had been, but Miss Lester answered gravely, 
‘*Whether you like it or not, you are a leader, 
Marion. Whether you will or not, you cannot escape 
from the responsibility that leadership gives you. And 
deep in your heart, I am certain you are conscious of 
the fact.”’ 

Marion moved uncomfortably. 

‘Of course, I know some of the girls do as I do,’’ 
she said, ‘‘I never understood exactly why.’’ 


Fluently, sweetly, she 


‘* | T IS because you have a wonderful power, Mar- 


ion,—the power to put into words the feelings 

that stir the depths of the heart. You can 
express the truest, deepest thoughts,—imperfectly, of 
course, but nevertheless with sincerity and conviction, 
And because of that power, other girls who feel these 
emotions, but cannot voice them, acknowledge your 
leadership and accept your decisions.°’ 

‘*Well, Gracie Neal never will. Thank fortune, I 
do not have to be responsible for her erratic acts,’’ 

‘Marion, do you think Gracie likes you ?’’ 

‘*Likes me?’’ Marion laughed at the idea, 
‘‘Why, no! she never has, She never misses an 
opportunity to ridicule any thought I express.’’ 

‘‘ Nevertheless, Gracie likes and admires you. 
Marion, she needs your friendship, and you need 
hers. You can never lead her. She can never lead 
you. But each of you can help the other in a thou- 
sand ways, and your united influence for Christ would 
accomplish marvelous things.’’ 

Marion was silent fora moment. Then she laughed. 

‘* The mere thought of Gracie'’s liking me is amus- 
ing. What made you ever dream of such a thing ?’’ 

Miss Lester hesitated. ‘* Somehow her confidence 
seems almost too sacred to speak about,’’ she said. 
‘*I know you will respect it. Only an hour ago, in 


this very room, Gracie said, ‘ Marion’s heart always 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 30 (Matt. 22 : 15-22) 


seems like a beautiful garden, full of lovely flowers. 
I'd like to go in, even once, to see them. And I'd 
let her look at mine. But I'm afraid—I'm afraid 
she'll never see anything but the weeds.’ ’’ 

The quaint little heart-cry went straight home. 
Marion whitened. 

‘I didn’t know. I never dreamed she cared for 
me atall, She's so bright and pretty and quick, and 
the girls all love her so much. I'm afraid I haven't 
been quite honest with you, Miss Lester. I think 
I've always liked her, and wanted to have her like 
me, but I haven't known how to meet her.’’ 

‘Well, now that you both know the friendship of 
Jesus Christ, the next step ought to be easy. But you 
will have to take it, Marion. Gracie cannot.’’ 

**Cannot ?”’ 

‘‘Cannot. I know it is hard for you to understand 
this, dear, It seems to you only natural and loyal to 
spewk out your deepest convictions, and to voice your 
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love and admiration for your dearest friends. It is 
hard for you to speak lightly when you are stirred to 
the depths. Gracie is the exact opposite. She uses 
that light manner as a shield to cover her deepest and 
truest thoughts,’’ 

Mation’s face was suddenly illumined, 

‘I think I see, Miss Lester. What you say ex- 
plains a thousand little things that have puzzled me. 
I think I know how to straighten the tangle if—if she 
really likes me. Shall I go now and try to make it 
right ?"’ 

Miss Lester nodded. Marion squeezed her tightly 
and tenderly, and rushed from the room, An instant 
later the teacher saw her fairly flying down the street. 

‘«IT don't know how they will come together,’’ she 
said, half-aloud. ‘*But God will surely bring their 
hearts close, and give them a wonderful and beautiful 
friendship."’ 

New Brunswick, N., J. 





f Seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 


News from the front of continued missionary victories and continued activity by the great enemy 


By Professor Harlan P. 


Beach, D. D., F. R. G. Ss. 








Albania’s Changed Outlook 


HE high hopes of a forward movement in politics 

and religion in Albania which were so prevalent 

a few moaths since are temporarily obscured 

by the unwise action of Albania’s new ruler, Prince 

William of Wied. A well-known worker in that 

country in a private communication furnishes the fol- 
lowing view of the situation. 

««When the Prince came into power he lacked a 
knowledge of local conditions, and especi.liy of 
Al>..nian character, Hence he fell into the hands of 
E...d Pasha, whom he appointed to the double post 
ot Minister of War and Minister of the Interior. This 
self-seeking man lost the Prince the confiience of all 
other Albanian leaders, and brought discredit upon 
the Cabinet. 

‘«Then the Powers, either ignorant or indifferent to 
the extent of the Greek propaganda in the south, al- 
lowed the priests, bishops, archbishops and officers 
of the army, by threats, bribes and fanatical appeals 
on their religious side, to stir up a great unrest among 
all the Orthodox population, making thousands of 
those ignorant, priest-ridden people believe that once 
the Greek army withdrew from the land, the Moham- 
medan Albanians would fall upon and massacre 
them. Hence the uprising in Epirus, which con- 
sisted two parts of discharged Greek soldiers, released 
for the purpose, and one part political agents, clergy, 
hired’ brigands and ignorant natives... The uprising 
in central Albania was brought about in the same 
way, only this time the agents at work were the 
Young Turk Party.’’ 

Yet our correspondent does not lose hope for the 
missionary enterprise there, which was painted in 
such glowing colors during the Moslem Campaign 
conducted last winter by the World’s Sunday School 
Association. ‘* The main body of the nation is sound 
at heart and eager for improvement. It looks as if 
our task there would be a bit harder and perhaps 
bigger, but I believe it will be accomplished, because 
I believe we can do all things through him that 
strengtheneth us.’’ The Albanians are not going to 
commit national suicide because of their disappoint- 
ment, but will increasingly co-operate with their 
friends the missionaries, 
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The Bible Feared and Burned 


RECENT issue of the Philippine Presbyterian 
tells a story which shows that the Bible is feared 
by Catholicism in those islands. The American 

Bible Society’s representative in Vigan was selling 
Scriptures and at night gave cinematograph exhibitions 
of bible scenes. To buyers of a Bible a free ticket 
was given for the exhibition, or in some cases a copy 
was given to those who bought tickets for the perform- 
ance. As a result some 6,000 were sold during the 
three days of the exhibition. This stirred the Catholic 
Church to a counter movement, and on the day fol- 
lowing the last Protestant performance they announced 
one of their own, admission to which could only be 
gained through delivery of a copy of the Protestant 
Bible. More than two thousand admission fees were 


thus secured, and on the next afternoon the Romanists 
invited the public to witness a unique spectacle on 
the church plaza. Thousands came to see the sight, 
which proved to be the destruction by fire of nearly 
2,500 Bibles. ‘This set all Vigan into a furore and 
communications by the score were exchanged between 
the church and insular authorities concerning the mat- 





On the Missionary Firing Line 


China Inland Mission News.—Thie last report of bap- 
tisms from the China Inland Mission gives as the number 
for 1913 a total of 4,492, the previous highest figure being 
for 1906 when 3,600 were baptized. During the past eight 
years the foreign workers of the Mission have increased 
from 849 to 1,076, the Chinese workers from 1,282 to 2,190, 
and the organized churches from 476 to 654. 


A Financial Rescue.—tThe financial hopelessness of the 
Church Missionary Society had become so great that last 
year a special gathering of praying men and women was 
convened and an appeal sent forth. The Society now re- 
ports that as a result the longstanding debt has been wiped 
out and that a surplus of $133,000 is in hand, Prayer is 
becoming an increasingly recognized agent in financing a 
missionary society. 


Helping China Build her Schools.—The Chinese edu- 
cational authorities are grappling with the problem of 
schools, and as in Shansi they are turning to missionaries 
for help. One Fukien village has given the American 
Board the deeds and endowment of a Buddhist monastery 
the proceeds of which are to be kept perpetually for the 
support of a Christian school, This is the forerunner of 
many similar offers from villages and towns, it is thought. 


Meriting Opposition in Nigeria.—The progress of 
Christianity in Southern Nigeria, the Qua Iboe Mission re- 
ports, is such that the secret societies, notably the Ekpo 
(leopard) Society, are vigorously opposing it. Scarcely a 
week passes without people being cruelly beaten and some 
even killed. That Mission has over 5,000 candidates for 
baptism now under instruction; its native Christians con- 
tributed last year $15,385, and their outstations, with five 
exceptions, paid all their expenses, 


In Stanley’s Day and Now.—Facilities for the travel 
of African missionaries are yearly increasing. The latest 
Lightbearer gives a map and table of distances showing 
that the Cape to Cairo Railway, including its water con- 
nections, is making good progress, and will total 7,074 
miles, A Trans-African steam route from the mouth of the 
Congo to Dar-es-Salaam is 2,814 miles in length, and if 
direct communication throughout were possible, the jour- 
ney could be accomplished in thirty-three days. It took 
nearly eight months for Stanley to travel over less than a 
third of this route when he went to Livingstone’s relief. 
By rail it can now be covered in two days, 


Japan’s Thirst.—This paragraph from the letter of a 
Japanese written to an English missionary illustrates the 
thirst of many of his countrymen. ‘* You said that the 
man who could not believe in God was a pitiful [pitiable] 
man, and I pity myself also indeed. I envy the Christian 
always, for he has a light in his mind named God—while I 
have nothing. Although I were immoral and I should be 
ashamed for myself, i have nothing to sue [plead] and to 
apologize for my vice. ... If I have something which re- 
deems me in this case, how happy shall I be! What is the 
God ? “How can I believe in God? How can I enjoy my 
life without feeling moral displeasure ? These are difficult 
questions for me. . . . I hope you will pity an unbeliever.”’ 
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ter, with the further probability that the departments 
of three countries are likely to be in correspondence 
over the outrage. Catholic intolerance led people to 
think, however, and on the following day more than 
three thousand Bibles were sold on that plaza. 


% 
“Go and Tell John” 


MOST interesting booklet bearing the title ‘*Go 
and Tell Juhn,’’ has been issued by the Presby- 
terian Board, North. It is a sketch of the medi- 

cal and philanthropic work of that society, though 
mainly medical missionary in scope. Here are pic- 
tured a host of hospitals and the gruesome cases treated 
therein. Native nurses and hospital assistants stand 
beside their missionary fellow workers in a circle of 
physical and spiritual helpfulness. All the details of 
the program which Jesus bade the messengers tell the 
imprisoned John, except raising men from the dead, 
are vividly described as occurring in our day in ten 
countries of the world. In those lands seventy-four 
hospitals and one hundred and twenty dispensaries 
are staffed by. medical missionaries of the Board, in 
which during the past ten years 4,340,232 patients 
were ministered to at a cost of $261,584. ‘*Come 
unto me all ye who feel trouble,’’ so runs the Bulu 
version of Matthew 11 : 28, ‘‘and tell the loads, and 
I will give you rest." The medical missionaries 
point those bearing manifold and heavy loads to the 
Great Burdenbearer in whom they find rest for their 
souls. They are thus almoners of Jesus’ ‘‘ double 
cure."’ 
~ 


China’s Great Evangelist 


HE March issue of the West China Missionary 
News is a Ting Li-mei number, in which the life 
and work of the most widely useful Christian 

of the Republic are set forth in connection with a 
series of meetings which he has recently held in the 
province of Szechwan, the western outpost of China 
proper. 

Converted at thirteen, he began his life-work asa win- 
ner of souls, bringing upon himself the jeers of his fel- 
jows who called him ‘*Old Shepherd.’’ Graduating 
from what is now the Shantung University, both from 
its Arts and its Theological Departments, he became a 
professor there. But all the time le felt the call to 
preach and hence for ten years he itinerated and grad- 
ually became indispensable in the work of special 
evangelistic campaigns and in stirring up in pastors 
and people a sense of personal need of closer fellow- 
ship with God and greater consecration to the work of 
his kingdom. His meetings were not emotional, yet 
they resulted in imparting to young men a vision of 
another China striving after God and being influenced 
thereto by Christian laymen and preachers, 

This brought him into contact with the recently es- 
tablished Student Volunteer Movement among edu- 
cated Chinese whose objective was the devoting of life 
to Christian service. As traveling secretary of that 
movement he has organized over thirty bands of vol- 
unteers in an equal number of institutions, besides 
starting numerous prayer circles and groups of girl 
workers. He is particularly interested in the latter 
for the reason that he attributes the greatest influences 
exerted upon his own life to two missionary women ; 
hence he is affording his own daughters the best edu- 
cational advantages in Germany and China, in the hope 
that they will be to others what those two women 
teachers were to him. 

Pastor Ting’s own life is nurtured by the Word of 
God. Twice each year he reads the Old Testament 
through very thoughtfully, the New Testament four 
times annually, and the Psalms every twenty days. 
He is thus saturated with Scripture and speaks with 
authority. His message to believers and non-Chris- 
tians alike is the presence of sin, the surpassing love 
of God and his power to forgive and through his Son 
to save abundantly. Individual work for others is 
winsomely set forth. In enlisting students for lives of 
Christian service, he does not make the task appear an 
easy one ; instead he issues a challenge to faith through 
an appeal to conscience. Dr. Mott asserts that in 
journeying with him he has been most strongly im- 
pressed by his prayer life. Hours together he spends 
in remembering individually some 1,400 who are on 
his lists for whom he is praying and who in turn re- 
member him and his important work. His illustra- 
tion of life as being the warp of the Lord's weaving 
which would be useless without the woof of our prayers 
suggests his personal attitude ; and his statement, -‘1 
trust the Lord to save me, he trusts me to save others,’’ 
is the basis of his increasingly fruitful career. 

Yate UNIVERSITY. 
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A Picnic for the Junior Graduates 


RADED Lessons for Juniors have been in success- 
ful operation in the Junior Department cf our 
Sunday-school since their publication, and the 

close of each year shows that an advance step has been 
made in the work and by the workers, The department, 
therefore, plans to recognize in an appropriate way 
the successes that have been attained, and by doing 
so the standard of work is raised and the goal toward 
which we strive is emphasized. 

The Plan.—With this aim before us, a social fea- 
ture is planned in honor of the boys and girls who 
graduate to the Intermediate Department. The teach- 
ers and officers of the Junior Department meet early 
in September to plan, and neither time nor energy js 
spared to make the occasion a happy one for all, 
When the general plan or the form of the occasion is 
decided upon, the teachers are grouped into commit- 
tees, so that details are attended to, ‘The school would 
gladly bear a part or all of the expenses entailed, but 
the teachers consider this ‘their privilege,’’ and 
so they plan for and meet all expenses. A number 
of friends are interested in this department work, and 
with their help the teachers are able to plan for a 
delightful affair, and at no time has meeting the ex- 
penses been a burden to any one. 

The Guests.—lInvitations go out to every member 
of the department, but the graduates are considered 
honored guests and as such accept most graciously the 
little attentions directed tothem. The following make 
up the list of ‘*specially invited guests’’: our pastor 
and his wife, the Sunday-school superintendent, the 
Intermediate superintendent, our Graded Union presi- 
dent, the county secretary, the state Elementary secre- 
tary, and our friend Miss Josephine L. Baldwin, one of 
the writers of the Junior Graded Lessons. The ap- 
proaching event and the time of it are announced two 
weeks in advance, but all plans are secret until the 
invitations are received, On the preceding Sunday 
the children are told to watch for the postman during 
the week, and from what we hear we have reason to 
believe that the pleasure of anticipation is surpassed 
only by the pleasure of the event itself. 

It’s a Picnic, oh, yes; and You are to go; 

Everything is ready, and arranged just so. 

*Twas the Teachers of Juniors who planned this, so you 

Could honor Our Graduates, faithful and true. 

‘The place, Schenley Park ; time, September Twenty, 

And good times and good things there sure will be plenty. 

We’ll meet at the Church when its Twelve on the clock, 

And then, two by two, to the Incline we’ll walk. 


A Large Special Car will carry the crowd, 

And none but the Juniors on it are allowed ; 
‘Yo Flag Pole Hill we’ll all wend our way, 

And then on the lawn some games we will play. 


But this is not all, for the park we will see, 

Oh, won’t we be happy, our hearts full of glee? 

For ** Autos ’’ will be there to take us around, 

Now, we’ve told our secret—how does it sound? 

Your loving friends, 
THE JUN:oOR TEACHERS, 
Mt. Washington Presbyterian Sunday-school. 

The Picnic.—Last year we planned to honor our 
graduates with a picnic at one of our beautiful city 
parks. The day was bright and sunny, and the spirit 
of all was in keeping with the day. Arrangements 
were made to carry the children over the Incline 
Plane, and from there to and from the park, in a large 
special car, The graduates led the procession from 
the church, the place of meeting, to the car, and from 
the entrance of the park to the section reserved for us 
for the day. A photographer greeted us as we arrived 
at the park and took a picture of the happy group. 
Games of various kinds were indulged in under the 
supervision of the class teachers, and everybody was 
thoroughly happy. 

Shortly after our arrivai three large touring cars, 
furnished by friends, came to complete our happiness. 
After the graduates and their teachers had enjoyed 
seeing the park in the autos, the privilege was given 
to the other Juniors and their teachers, This was a 
real treat to all, and for many of the children it was 
their first ride in an automobile. 

When lunch time came the Refreshment Committee 
was assured that its work was heartily approved and 


Next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times 
will be a special Rally Day Number. In that issue 
two additional articles in the Graded Forum will 
tell how Promotion Day may be successfully linked 
with Rally Day in the Beginners and Primary 
departments. . 








thoroughly enjoyed. The superintendent of the school 
sent a box of **favors’’ for all. These were walnuts, 
in which were enclosed tiny figures wrapped in paper 
on which was printed the child’s fortune. The superin- 
tendent was there and had the pleasure of seeing the 
children’s delight. 

How did this picnic help us? The graduates 
showed they were keenly appreciative of the honor 
shown to them ; the other Juniors saw an ideal which 
they should strive to attain; delightful fellowship 
united all workers for better service ; and the teachers 
had this opportunity to observe Junior children and to 
realize that their efforts to make the occasion a happy 
one for all were successful. — Martha Mc Donald, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 
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Our Primary Promotion Party 


NOVEL feature, and one that has proved a great 
success in our Primary department, is a party 
for the graduates. If you never have had such 

a party, let me help you plan for one. 

We have our party on the Saturday afternoon pre- 
vious to the Sunday of promotion. 

About one week before the party we mail an invi- 
tation to each graduate. If your promotion exercises 
are held in the summer, write the invitation on a pos- 
tal with a daisy or 
other timely flower 
placed in the corner, 
If you do not have 
to consider expense, 
an invitation written 
on children’s note 
paper is quite at- 
tractive. At our last 
party we sent the in 
vitation by the Mes- 
senger Boy. 

The Messenger Boy is easily made; simply cut 
from pasteboard and outline in ink. This invitation 
must necessarily be brief. 

We have the party in the Sunday-school building. 
Make the room as attractive and homelike as possible, 
by decorating with plants and flowers. 

We have a short program of music and recitations, 
in which only the children participate. This, of 
course, is provided for in advance. 

Last year we sent about a dozen questions by mail 
to as many graduates, and asked each one to answer 
his question in writing and bring it to the party. Here 
are a few of the questions: ‘‘ How has the Primary 
department helped you ?’’ ‘* What part of the service 
do you like best?’’ ‘* Have you enjoyed the Primary 
department? Why?”’ 

The answers to the questions were intensely interest- 
ing, and gave us some idea of impressions left on the 
child. One child said; ‘*I have learned to be obe- 
dient to my parents and teachers, and to behave in 
God's house. I love the lessons.’” Another wrote : 
‘« The part I like best is when the Bible stories are told. 
I love the Bible stories,’’ Still another: ‘‘I' ve enjoyed 
the Primary department, because when I came as a little 
stranger I was made welcome both by teachers and pu- 
pils. I have liked the lessons and enjoyed it all.’’ 

We read all the answers at the party, but did not 
give the writers’ names. We eliminated any personal 
reference to teachers, but were careful to thank the 
children for their kind words, and explained that as 
these were intended only for the teachers it would. not 
be right to read them. We next entered into several 
good games, which had been carefully planned for, 
after which simple refreshments were served. 

Before the children were dismissed we had our part- 
ing words with them, instead of on Sunday before the 
whole school, as what we had to say applied only to 
the graduates. We then shook hands heartily with 





each child, and sent each one home with sweet memo- 
ries of the days spent in our department.—Mary £, 
Priest, Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 
Rally Day Stories that Fit 


E ARE slowly learning to realize the value of 
the story in our teaching. We are finding, 
too, that pupils can tell stories as well as teach- 

ers, and are utilizing that interest in special-day pro- 
grams as well as in regular class-work. 

If Rally Day is Promotion Sunday as well, the pro- 
gram may be made up of stories studied in the differ- 
ent departments and grades. Thus stories such as 
Ezra’s prayer for help on a journey, God speaking to 
a child, and a Paul story, could be told by Primary 
children; a story of Jesus by Juniors, Then let two 
Intermediates tell of their favorite Old ‘Testament 
characters; while a Senior reads an essay on ‘‘ Oppor- 
tunities for Christian Service in the World.’’ 

A certain Rally Day program was built one year on 
the school motto, ‘‘ Every member present every Sun- 
day, on time, with his own Bible, a studied lesson, and 
a mind to learn,’’ The school colors were carried 
out in the decorations and in the purple and gold of 
the ladder hanging at the back of the platform. As 
each phrase of the motto was developed, one of those 
taking part hunga card lettered appropriately in gold, 
as a rung on the ladder. As the secretary of the 
school placed the first rung, ‘‘every member,’’ a 
representative from each department passed across 
the platform showing a card with the number of mem- 
bers of his department. 

With ‘Every Sunday’’ the school sang ‘‘ Work, 
for the night is coming,’’ and a recitation by C. D. 
Meigs, ‘‘If I were you,’’ was given. A Primary girl 
told the story of the Ten Virgins, placing the mono- 
gram of the O. T. (**On-timers’’) on the ladder. 
‘«His own. Bible’’ was represented by a Bible song 
by a Junior class as they placed a picture of the open 
Book. An Intermediate boy told ‘‘ What some great 
men think of the Bible,’’ placing the card ‘Studied 
Lesson.’’ For ‘A liberal offering,’’ a bag of money 
was hung as another Intermediate told of Joash the 
builder and the people who gave gladly to rebuild the 
the temple. The teacher of the Philatheas closed 
with the story of Solomon’s choice. 

The Bible story of Hobab is a good starting-point for 
building a Rally Day program. The story of the man 
who would rather help than be helped leads to stories 
of helpful lines of work already carried out, or which 
might be carried out, in the school. 

There are a few other good stories for Rally-Day 
telling by the good story-teller, most of which need 
shortening or other modification, ‘‘ Keeping Tryst,’’ 
by Annie Fellows Johnston (reprinted in a small vol- 
ume from ‘*The Little Colonel Series’’; L. C. Page 
& Co., Boston, 50 and 35 cents), tells of the boy who 
was in ‘all things faithful.’’ Christopher, hearing 
always the voice bidding him ‘serve the highest,’’ 
has many good tellings. See especially the one in 
Amy Steedman'’s ‘*In God’s Garden’’ (Jacobs, $2 
net). ‘*The Line of Golden Light’’ in Elizabeth 
Harrison's ‘‘In Storyland’’ (Central Pub. Co., Chi- 
cago, $1.25) is a child’s story, yet Avilla, with her 
golden thread, has her message of help and cheer 
for all. 

‘*The Hall of Heroes,’’ by Dr. Lewis, told in Basil 
Mathew’s ‘‘ The Fascinated Child’’ (Revell, $1), tells 
of the heroes of battle, of the Lonely Way, of ‘Truth, 
and of Love. High above them all stands in the 
Hall of Heroes, the One who so loved that he gave his 
life for the world. ‘‘The Sacred Flame,’’ in Selma 
Lagerléf’s ‘‘ Christ Legends’’ (Henry Holt & Co., 
New York, $1.25 net), tells of deeds accomplished 
and difficulties overcome. ‘‘The Hunt for the Beau- 
tiful’’ and *‘ Knights of the Silver Shield,’’ in «* Why 
the Chimes Rang,’’ by Raymond Alden (Bobbs-Mer- 
rill Co., $1.25), are worth telling at this time. And 
you may like some of the King Arthur stories, like 
‘*Arthur and His Sword,’’ in Sara Cone Bryant's 
*« How to Tell Stories to Children’’ (Houghton Mif- 
flin Co., $1 net), or those in Wyche’s ‘*Some Great 
Stories and How to Tell Them’’ (Newson & Co., New 
York, $1).—Filorence Sears Ware, Worcester, Mass. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ILL a man ‘‘get on” in the world better by 
being ‘‘smart” than by being honest? ‘That 
question is asked a good many times as if a 

man could not be both smart and honest at the same 
time. An honest man who is also clever can invaria- 
bly defeat the man who relies on his cleverness to 
cover his dishonesty. When Grover Cleveland was 
running for the presidency the first time, he had 
among his warm friends and supporters the great 
Brooklyn preacher, Henry Ward Beecher. Mr, 


Beecher was about to address a 7 meeting in. 


New York on behalf of his friend Mr, Cleveland. 
Just a few days before this meeting the newspapers 
came out with statements attacking the personal life 
conduct of Mr, Cleveland. Asa matter of fact, Mr. 
Cleveland had been guilty of some things that were 
wrong. Beecher telegraphed to Cleveland the day 
of the meeting, ‘‘ What shall I tell them?” The 
answer came back, ‘'Tell them the truth.”” The 
truth was nothing like as black as the opposition 
papers had made it out, and Mr. Cleveland's fearless 
honesty won him more friends than his errors, long 
since repented of, had cost him. How much safer it 
is to be true! Jesus was armored in truth and fear- 
lessness, 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘limes.] 
The teacher will be helped by visualizing this 
scene in the temple, in which Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes will help. Whether they are to be included 
in the actual teaching or not, the teacher should get 
clear in his own mind the interrelation of these three 
great questions that were asked of Jesus on this 
Tuesday, ‘‘the day of conflict,” in the temple. Dr. 
Thomas, in his preliminary paragraph, sketches this 
very clearly. ‘Then in the preparation of the lesson 
of the day it may be well to get over at once a feeling 
that it-is too short a passage. See how many great 
moral facts are covered in those few words, Indeed, 
we hgve few lessons so rich in practical application 
as this. Dr. Thomas and Mr. Gordon especially 
bring out these. But best of all is the teacher’s op- 
portunity to teach that truth and honesty is more 
than a match for cleverness and crookedness. Try 
to show Christ’s method of puncturing trickery by 
going beyond it (Dr. Thomas, Sunday study). 


The Class in Session 

There was a battle royal on between Jesus and the 
priests. A large part of the people who were throng- 
ing the temple at that passover feast were enthusi- 
astic admirers and friends of Jesus. They had seen 
his great deeds of mercy and heard his healthfyl 
words. Any violence offered him was likely to pro- 
duce an explosion of popular wrath, so the priests 
were forced to destroy his popularity if possible. They 
tried to do this by asking him trick questions. They 
had to try three times before they found out that he 
was more clever than they were (Dr. Thomas, prepa- 
ratory paragraph). All the men of official position, 
no matter how they differed among themselves, were 
leagued for this attempt. Dr. Riddle shows us 
(preparatory paragraph, and Dr. Mackie, paragraph 
1) what the differences were between these men. The 
danger in the first question was made by the political 
situation, as Dr. Thomas shows us (Monday study). 

‘The attack on Pe was made most cuaningly. 
The real plotters did not show themselves, but hav- 
ing coached other and unknown men they send them 
as ‘‘scouts” to do the questioning in public. Their 
address to him is a strange mixture of flattery and 
truth (Dr. Riddle on v. 16; Dr. ‘Thomas, ‘I‘uesday 
study; Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 2). Now the ques- 
tion was clever, very clever, and a man who was 
merely clever would have a hard time with it (Mr. 
Gordon, 5-8; Dr. Thomas, Wednesday study). 

Dr. Mackie gives us (paragraph 2) a fine picture of 
this question game that the Jews were and are so 
fond of. What surprises us is the ease with which 
Jesus disposes of it. He feariessly calls them hypo- 
crites to their faces, and Dr. Thomas (Welnestay 
study) shows the malignity of theirhypocrisy. Jesus 
calls for a coin. The fact that the coin is in their 
possession, and they have accepted it and use it and 
value it, is in itself sufficient of an answer. But to 
make it plain and unmistakable, he holds it in his 
hand and asks them who minted and stamped this 
money. They used the offensive word ‘‘tribute”; 
he uses the exactly true word ‘‘render” (Thursday 
study). Mr. Ridgway says (paragraph 5) that ‘‘ the 
laugh has come all down the centuries.” He has won 


LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. A DAY OF QUESTIONS 


Matthew 22: 15-22. Commit verses 16, 17 
Golden Text: Render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.—Matthew 22 : 21 


15 ‘Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 
might ensnare him in Ais talk, 16 And they send to him their 
disciples, with the He-ro’di-ans, saying, ‘leacher, we know 
that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, and 
carest not for any one: for thou regardest not the person of 
men. 17 ‘Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful 
to give tribute unto Czesar, or not? 18 But Jesus perceived 
their wickedness, and said, Why make ye trial of me, ye hypo- 
crites? 19 Show me the tribute money. And they brought 
unto him a! denarius. 20 And he saith unto them, Whose 
is this image and superscription? 21 They say unto him, 
Cesar's. ‘Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto 
Ceesar the things that are Czesar's ; and unto God the things 
that are God's. 22 And when they heard it, they marvelled, 
and left him, and went away. 

1 The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about eight pence 
halfpenny, or nearly s-venteen cents. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Nei references here given are usually to poseapeatp ng one 
ers, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times.] 


Verse 15.—What time was meant by ‘‘then’’? Who 
were the Pharisees? (Riddle.) 

Verse 16.—Who were the Herodians, and the ‘ disci- 
ples’’ of the Pharisees? What did they mean when they 
said to Jesus, ‘* Thou... carest not for any one: for thou 
regardest not the person of men’’? (Riddle, 3, and on v. 
16; Ridgway, 2; ‘Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 17.—Who was Cesar, and what was it to ‘give 
tribute’? to him? Why should the lawfulness of this have 
been questioned by any one? (Riddle; Gordon, 6-9; 
Ridgway, 3; ‘Thomas, ‘luesday.) 

Verse 18.—Just what did Jesus mean by the term ‘*‘ hypo- 
crites’’? (Riddle ; Thomas, Wednesday. ) 

Verse 19.—What was meant by ‘the tribute money ”’? 
What was a denarius, and what was its value? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verse 20.—What ‘image and superscription ’ 
the coin? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Wednesday. ) 

Verse 21.—Ilow does this word of Jesus apply to Chris- 
tians to-day? Does it mean a separation of our duty to 
government and to God? (Riddle; Gordon, 11, 14; Ridg- 
way, 4, 5; Thomas, Sunday.) 
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the day without a doubt, and his added word, ‘‘ and 
to God the things that are God’s,” is a lesson to them 
that while there may sometimes appear to be a con- 
flict between the claims of God and man, there really 
is not (Sunday study). 

Very precious to us is this example that Jesus has 
given us of the way to meet the apparently dangerous 
questions and dilemmas of life. e see how fearless 
he was because he had truth on his side (Mr. Ridg- 
way, paragraph 2), how straightforward and honest 
(Mr. Gordon, paragraphs g-11), and how he went way 
out and beyond the immediate question, and over- 
shadowed it with a wide vision, which is just what we 
should do (Sunday study). 


The Lesson Summary 


We ourselves are compelled to meet serious and 
sometimes apparently hopelessly perplexing ques- 
tions. How splendidly Jesus shows us the way to do 
it. First, we must not be afraid of the questions nor of 
the questioners; second, we must be assured that the 
truth is able to defend itself; and, third, we must be 
sure that there is a true way out, and endeavor to be 
clever enough to find it. 

Jesus was not afraid of his questioners, and one of 
the pet tricks of the Devil is to threaten and bluster 
and endeavor to intimidate us as though he were all- 
powerful. Bigness does not always mean power. 

Self-possession is a necessity in a crisis. If Jesus 
were in the least bit of doubt that, he was right, he 
would have lost ground right away. He stands his 
ground and meets their insinuations with the bitterly 
true word—‘‘ hypocrites.’’ We must be as clever for 
the truth as we can possibly be. There always is an 
answer, and our business is to find it. It may seem 
as if the spiritual and the physical are in hopeless 
conflict, but they are not; they are as smoothly united 
as body and soul are, and our aim is steadfastly to 
render to Cesar the things that are Czsar’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. State the differences between Pharisees and Herod- 
ians and Sadducees. 

2. Why were they united against Jesus ? 

3- Name three fine qualities that Jesus showed in this 
encounter, 

4. What was the weak spot in the Pharisees’ question? 

5. What was the danger in their question ? 

6. Why did Jesus call them hypocrites and wicked? 

7. In what ways does this encourage us in meeting hard 
questions ? 
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Other Teaching Points 

Every Christian needs plenty of courage in meeting the 
questions that are sure to be put to him, Bunyan wag 
quite right in picturing ‘‘ Christian’’ as meeting dangers 
and fighting in armor and with a sword, Look in the 
Ephesian letter, last chapter, and see what the armor and 
sword are, and how Christ used them, 

How pitiful it is that men may honor and respect good. 
ness, and yet not follow it. They had truly estimated Jesus’ 
character, even though they were ‘‘after’’ him. 

We must get over the notion, if we have it, that a man 
can’t be clever and be good at the same time. Christ was 
far more clever than his enemies, and it is the Christian’s 
business to be Christlike in this matter. 

We don’t ever have to juggle with the truth to win. 

Most hard questions in religion are solved by recognizing 
some concealed assumption, —for example, God’s world is 
so big, how can he think of just me? Answer: God is as 
much bigger than you as this world is, You assume that 
his mind is no bigger than a man’s, but he is God, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Mark 12 : 28-44.) 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. | 
There were certain stock questions that the Jews 
were fond of debating. They were theological ques- 
tions, very much as we ask questions about the Deity 
of Jesus, or the meaning of the Atonement, and some- 
what judge a man by his answers. If they could 
have proved Jesus to be a heretic, they would have 
had an easy time arresting him, so they tried him on 
one of the stock questions, 


1. Why does this scribe seem of a better sort than the 
other questioners ? 

2. Can you state why this is the pre-eminent law ? 

3. What do you understand by the Second Command- 
ment? 

4. In what way was the scribe near the kingdom of God ? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 


A pair of good ears, 

A pair of good eyes. 

A high spot. 

A dead silence, 
EVANSTON, ILL, 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


i ie lesson narrates the first of a series of ques. 
tions intended to entrap Jesus. (The second, 

put by the Sadducees, is passed over in the 
selected lessons, ) 

Time and Place.—On Tuesday, April 4, A. D. 30; 
in one of the temple courts, 

The Opposing Jewish Parties.—The Pharisees and 
Herodians, who joined in this attack upon our Lord, 
were political opponents. ‘The Pharisees, the strict- 
est religious sect among the Jews, were anti-Roman 
in their politics. They looked for a material Messi- 
anic kingdom in which Jews would be supreme, and 
Roman domination come to an,end. ‘The Herodians, 
accepting and upholding the rule of the members of 
the family of Herod, were the Roman party among 
the Jews, since the rulers to whom they adhered were 
the creatures of the Roman einperors. (‘The Saddu- 
cees were the “liberal” Jews, skeptical and flippant, 
as their question indicates : verses 23-32.) 

Denarius.—A Roman silver coin, worth about one- 
sixth of a gold dollar, but of much greater purchasing 

wer then. It is rendered ‘‘ penny” in the Author- 
ized Version (and this is retained in the English Re- 
vision). The American Revisers usually render it 
‘*shilling,” but here retain ‘‘denarius,” since the 
specific coin is the prominent feature of the discus- 
sion. This coin was current everywhere in the 
Roman empire, and bore upon it a likeness of the 
reigning emperor (or *‘Czsar”’). Of course Roman 
money would be used in the payment of ‘‘tribute,”’ 
which was a Roman tax. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 15.—7hen: While in this Gospel ‘‘ then” is 
sometimes used indefinitely, here it points to a brief 
inverval, since nothing is recorded as occurring he- 
tween the last lesson and this one.—Pharisees: See 
above.—L£usnare him in his talk: The question 
afterward asked was well adapted to ‘‘ensnare,”’ 
since the answer, as they supposed, must offend one 
or the other of the parties questioning Jesus. 

Verse 16.—Their disciples : These too were Phari- 
sees, selected for this attack and probably younger 
men. Mark, ‘‘Certain of the Pharisees”; Luke, 
‘‘Spies, who feigned themselves to be righteous, ”— 








sco * 


Herodians : See above.—- Teacher: A respectful form 
of address.—Aegardest not the person of men: A 
flattering description of his fearless rebuke of sinners, 
irrespective of their position. 

Verse 17.—/s it lawful: There is probably no 
direct reference to ‘‘ law,” Jewish or Roman, but the 
term is equivalent to ‘* permissible,” or ‘* proper.” — 
7ribute; The reference is to the poll-tax, which was 
levied by the Roman authorities, and especially ob- 
noxious to the Jews.—Uunto Cesar; Not a proper 
name, but a title equivalent to emperor, as in Ger- 
many to-day, ‘liberius was the *‘ Cesar” at the time 
of this incident. 

Verse 18.— heir wickedness : Luke, ‘‘ craftiness.” 
Their purpose was wicked, their plan was crafty.— 
Hypocrites : Hypocrisy was evident in their address 
to Jesus, and their question. If he answered * yes,” 
he would offend the multitude ; if **no,” he would 
expose himself to the wrath of the Roman governor. 
He was afterward accused of forbidding to pay this 
tribute (Luke 23: 2). 

Verse 20.— Whose ts this image and superscrip- 
tin? The Roman coins had upon them the likeness 
and name of the Roman emperor, Probably in this 
case that of ‘Tiberius, 

Verse 21.—Cesar's; That of the Roman emperor. 
This was a visible demonstration that the Jews were 
under Roman rule. The right to coin money has 
usually implied the right to exact tribute.—Render 
therefore unto Cesar the things that are C@sar's ; 
and unto God the things that are God's: This an- 
s ver distinguishes between political and religious 
obligations, but asserts the validity of both. It de- 
feated the attempt to ensnare Jesus, since it gave no 
warrant for Roman interference and could arouse no 
religious prejudice. 

Verse 22.—Z7hey marvelled: It was a marvelous 
answer, not onlyin meeting the attempt of the adver- 
saries of Jesus, but in its setting forth of a broad 
principle applicable in all ages, though often misin- 
terpreted or ignored, It involves a distinction be- 
tween political and religious duties, and hence be- 
tween church and state, but makes no opposition 
between them, The ideal is a free church in a. free 
state, yet even to-day this ideal is far from having 
been widely attained, 

WeEsTERN ‘THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Be Honest 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE sadness of this scene is overpowering. Jesus’ 
parables have outlined the situation very sharply, 
and brought it afresh to all minds, Their Scrip- 

tures are full and aflame with a coming kingdom and 
king. Now here is the King, come to set up the king- 
dom, And here are the men whose hands hold the 
national reins not only rejecting the King—that were 
sad enough—but actually hounding him to death,— 
hard on his heels, snapping and biting and foaming ! 

They had rejected him silently and contemptu- 
ously at the first presentation by John the herald 
(John 1 : 19-28), Then they had aggressively at- 
tacked him up in the north, determined that others 
should reject him too. Repeatedly they have with 
hot, passionate rage tried to stone him, 

Now they have settled to the deliberate, cold- 
blooded task of taking his life. But they set them- 
selves to doing it within the technical proprieties of 
the thing called law. And here they are cunningly, 
snakily trying to draw some chance word from his 
lips on which they can hang a successful accusation. 

And he quietly sits in their midst, knowing full 
well their set a to kill him, yet winsomely ma- 
king his parable pleadings and warnings, his very 
presence the strongest plea. Moral stupidity, sui- 
cidal stubborness, and bitterest hate stand facing 
matchless courage, untold winsomeness, and a pa- 
tience apparently limitless. 


It is quite accurate and proper to say that these 
men are devilishly bright. One mark of this sort of 
brightness is that it is not bothered about truth or 
honor. An apparently honest, earnest seeking after 
truth is used as a covering for their infamous plotting. 

The question touched one of the sorest spots in all 
Jewry. The people writhed under Roman taxation, 
the constant painful evidence of their virtual slavery. 
The Pharisees insisted that as a matter of principle 
it should not be paid. Every ear in that crowd 
pricked up toa point of painful tensity as the ques- 
tion was asked. You could almost hear the heart- 
beats in the tense silence. It was really a very 
cunning trap. 

To evade it, not to answer it fairly, would be rec- 
ognized as weakness, and would lose the crowd. To 
side with the non-tribute party against Rome would 
be sufficient to secure Jesus’ death at the hands of 
the Roman governor on the charge of treason. To 
say that so long as the nation had through its un- 
faithfulness to God come into subjection to Rome it 
should bear the result and pay the tribute, would 
also at once lose his hold upon the great crowds. 

It was really a brilliant trap, though so simple. It 
was devilishly bright. ‘The Devil helps people to be 
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bright. Many a bit of brilliant work, repartee in 
conversation, eloquent passage in oration or sermon, 
is inspired by the same source, ‘There is no doubt of 
the fact that a man may yield his mental powers to 
be inspired by evil spirits. 

But they overlooked one thing, these wily, wire- 
pulling, time-serving politicians. They overlooked 
the possibility of honesty in the answer. It never 
occurred to them that Jesus might answer honestly, 
regardless of consequences. Yet this was the simple 
clew he followed out of the maze. It never dawned 
upon them that this man would be honest, true, re- 
gardless of Roman official or of deserting crowd. 


Jesus is a wondrous illustration here of his own 
earlier words to his disciples: ‘‘It shall be given 
you in that hour what ye shall say.” All Jesus’ 
teachings were illustrated by his own practise. As 
a man he had yielded wholly all his mental powers 
to the Holy Spirit. Now that wondrous Spirit holds 
his mind quiet in the tense air. He asks for a piece 
of the coinage everybody used, and then, in exquis- 
ite simplicity and poise of words, gives his answer. 

The answer is more than an answer. ‘The ques- 
tion is an opportunity. ‘The answer is a plea. All 
the underchording music of Jesus’ very presence, and 
his life, rings out in the added words, ‘‘ the things 


that are God's.” ‘The faithfulness to your nation’s’ 


mission, the kingdom to his Son, the loving allegiance 
of your wills,—render to God these things that are 
God's. ‘The pleadings of his love cease not. No 
wonder they marvel. Who could help it ? 


There is one brighter than the Devil at his bright- 
est,—the man swayed by the Holy Spirit. There is 
meant to be a mental new birth by the Holy Spirit, 
as well as a spiritual. When the Spirit has control 
he gives quietness and clearness, mental grasp and 
poise, simplicity of speech, and with all, honesty, and 
unconscious modesty, and consideration for others. 

There is a helpful contrast between the lightning 
accomplished by the explosion that hurts, and the 
unconscious shining of moon and stars that shows 
the way, clears your thoughts, calms your spirits and 
steadies your steps. 


Be honest first of all, if it drops the bottom clean 
out. Be true to thyself if it cost the dearest friend- 
ship. Pay up all you owe, whether to country, or 
town, or moral issue involved in the next election, or 
of money to your neighbor. Give God the things 
that are God's,—your heart and life and gold, with no 
reserve. If you yield to God all that belongs to him, 
your neighbor will never suffer at your hands, ‘The 
true Christian is a better tax-payer, better citizen, 
better neighbor, better in family relation, simply be- 


. cause he is a true follower of Christ. 


But there’s one debt you can’t pay,—the debt of 
love. It is due to God, and payable to man, always 
ayable with good warm interest, but never paid in 
ull (Rom. 13: 7, 8). 
New York City. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Answerer.—How they might ensnare him in 
Ais talk (v. 15). These were the keenest questioners 
and quibblers that Greek culture on Jewish brains 
ever produced. One of the pleasures of the Book is 
to see how the young carpenter from Nazareth han- 
dled them. ‘These lawyers, in tackling him, engaged 
with a born questioner himself (Luke 2: 46). His 
answer is always simple, plain, obvious—after you 
see it. Sois every question if you will let Heaven 
answer it. If you have one let’s hear it. ‘‘ How can 
I be successful ?’’ Psalm 37:5. ‘How can I hap- 
pily marry ?’’ 2 Corinthians6: 14. ‘‘ How shall we 
solve the capital and labor problem?” Luke 6: 31. 
But men would rather ask smart questions than 
sincere ones. Some fellow drops into the class 
and wants to know, ‘‘Who was Cain’s wife?” 
whereas the only question for him just then is, 
‘*‘What must I do to be saved?” The Master is a 
wonderful question answerer. There is not one bear- 
ing upon your life he will not answer, either here, in 
his Book, or down alongside of your bed, very simply, 
plainly and obviously. 


The Great Label.— We know that thou art true 
..- and carest not for any one (v. 16), Whether 
the world believes in a man or not, it is quick to size 
him up and label him. ‘‘ True.” ‘‘ Fearless.” That 
was the verdict of Christ’senemies. What more to 
say? What is the truth? I am thetruth. But to 
you who perish he is only a fearless impostor. Other- 
wise you would believe and accept him and change 
your life (John rq : 6; 1 Cor. 1: 18), The man who 
is true need care for nothing. Mrs. Grundy can talk 
until her tongue wears out. True and fearless men 
have been those who have moved the world, from 
Saul of Tarsus down to your favorite reformer. Every 
one of them, from Socrates to Anthony Comstock, 
has had this 77we and Fearless label. ‘‘ Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free,” 
has been the watchword of America from Plymouth 
Rock to Los Angeles. Jesus was true and Jesus was 
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free, and the lands where the people love him are 
exactly the same. 


The Trap.—/s it lawful to give tribute unto Ce- 
sar ? (v.17.) Ought a man to pay his taxesif he doesn’t 
like the taxer? Taxation without representation 
and that Boston tea party? Well, what's the dif- 
ference? The gues didn’t like Cesar, but the Ro- 
man rule was far and away better than what they 
had suffered. Is it right to respect, honor and obey 
your ruler even though you voted against him? 
(Matt. 17 : 24, 25 ; Rom. 13: 1-7). Every business is 
a little kingdom. ‘There areempires. ‘Trusts, con- 
solidations and chain stores, Perhaps you are one of 
those who have been absorbed along with your es- 
tablishment. And you don’t like it. Cesar sits 
yonder on his throne in New York City. Shall you 
give him his tribute—a faithful service ? I think so. 
The Jews thought it meritorious to dodge taxes. So 
these lawyers had a fine trap for the young carpenter 
from Galilee Cross Roads, with his new ideas and 
reforms. ‘‘ Just watch me, Gamaliel, while I tie up 
our young friend from the country.” Then he asked 
if it was right to be honest, patriotic and sensible. 
And from heaven itself the world got an answer for 
all time. 


Easy.— Whose is this image? (v. 20.) How easy 
with God! Columbus and the egg! When you 
know how. God intends everything easy. Life is 
one of the simplest and easiest things in the world. 
With many I know life is an intricate question, a 
catch question, but just let Christ have it, and see 
how easy and sensible! (Matt. 11 : 25.) There is 
euey Fraser, coal heaver, one-seventy-five per day. 

ife is no problem with little Jerry. Life just runs 
along day after day without the jar of winding, like 
those century clocks you wind oncein a lifetime. God 
runs Jerry. By the way, did you ever notice the suc- 
cessful men whose fathers were low-paid workmen ? 
Almost every father a godly ‘‘Cotter’s Saturday 
Night” kind of man. ‘The Inventor of lifecan answer 
all questions about life and make it runeasy. I think 
the Master, like all good men, had an element of hu- 
mor in his makeup, and was poking a little fun at 
these smart lawyers. As if he said, ‘‘No, you don’t 
like Mr. Saloonkeeper, but I notice his money is all 
right when it comes into your pocket.’’ That is tosay, 
my Granger friend, don’t sell your butter at the tav- 
ern if you are voting ‘‘dry.” 


The Coinage.— Render therefore unto Casar the 
things that are Cesar's; and unto God the things 
that are God's (v. 21). ‘* What do you think of that 
now? He says those rascally tax-gatherers are all 
right, and is sticking up for Rome. Hasn't he got 
that little Zacchzeus, the worst of the whole lot, with 
him even now!’ But the unsophisticated young 
man from the Galilee up-country did not give the 
smart city lawyers a chance to say what was on their 
tongues. Lawyers, then as now, always have money. 
‘* Let me see a coin,” quietly asks the young peasant. 
‘*Whose picture is that?” ‘‘ Augustus?” ‘* Well, 
you are fond of his gold ; he is taking good care of 
you ; pay him hisrent.” And the laugh has come all 
down the centuries, Here is the point. You belong 
to the King with whose image you are coined. God. 
He takes good care of you. Pay your taxes. You 
are pure gold and full weight until you let the Old 
Counterfeiter clip you. When that happens it is the 
melting-pot for a new coinage with the same image 
sharp and beautiful—the thing that is God's, 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


Meeting he Emergency.— Render... unto God the 
things that are God's (Golden Text). A lady ele- 
gantly dressed and with a beautiful silver net purse 
attached to a long silver chain os displayed 
on her costume, was seated in the pew of a fashion- 
able church. Behind her sat a little boy with his en- 
velope containing his church offering in his hand. 
The collection was announced and the deacons started 
up the aisle receiving the gifts of the worshipers. 
Anxiously the little fellow watched the lady to see if 
she would be ready to place her offering on the plate, 
but, though she languidly fingered her purse as if to 
display its costliness, she made no movement to take 
from it any money for the offering. The boy watched 
her with growing uneasiness until the deacon came 
within a few steps of her pew, when he could stand 
it no longer, and, reaching forward over her shoulder, 
he uttered in a loud whisper : ‘‘ Here, lady, you put 
in my envelope , I can crawl under the pew." —From 
The Christian Intelligencer. Sent by Achsa L. 
McDowell, Tillsonburg, Ont., Canada. 


An Asylum Sermon.— Render therefore unto C@sar 
the things thatare Cesar's ; and unto God the things 
that are God's (Golden Text). Once when Charles 
M. Sheldon was unexpectedly called to preach to the 
inmates of an insane asylum, he asked the super- 
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intendent what subject he should take. 
** Preach on the great need of obedience,’’ 
he replied. He did so, and at the close of 
the meeting he asked the superintendent, 
‘*How much of my sermon do you suppose 
was understood?’’ ‘*They understood 
nearly all of it,’’ was the answer. ‘‘ Besides, 
you see there were more than fifty of us, 
counting doctors and attendants, who are 
sane, and I don’t know but we need the 
doctrine of obedience preached to us just as 
much as other people. I know that disobe- 
dience to God’s laws have brought most of 
these people into this.asylum, and the rest of 
us are in danger of the same end if we 
do not learn to obey the commands of God.”’ 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


** Giving’? Unto God.—Render . . . unto 
God the things that are God’s (Golden Text). 
The other day a little girl told me she was 
going to give her father a pair of slippers on 
his birthday. ‘* Where will you get your 
money?’’ I asked. She opened her eyes 
like saucers, and she said, ** My father will 
give me the money.’’ And just for half a 
minute I was silent as I thought that the dear 
man would buy his own birthday present. 
I was not in the house when she gave him 
the slippers. But I suppose when the father 
came down in the morning there was the 
parcel between his knife and fork. And the 
father loved his little girl for his gift, although 
he had to pay for it. She had not anything 
in the world that he had not given her. That 
is just what I want to tell you. You have 
not anything of your own to give to Jesus 
Christ. You can only give him back what 
belongs to him.—From the Rev. W. R. Green- 
land, in an address. Sent by W, Hether- 
ington, Plumstead, England. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration, 


Our Carpentering, — Render therefore 
unto Cesar the things that are Casar’s; and 
unto God the things that are Goa’s (Golden 
Text). A carpenter, when a companion 
questioned the correctness of some work he 
was doing upon a building, pulled out a 
note-book and looked at it. ‘* I am obeying 
instructions,’’ he said. ‘*I’m not the con- 
tractor, and I’m going by the book.’’ Buta 
little later, when he was ridiculing his friend 
for the latter’s refusal to undertake certain 
work on the Sabbath, he was surprised to 
receive his own reply: ‘*1 am going by the 
Book, Some one else is responsible for the 
final outcome; all I have to do is to obey 
instructions. If that is the safest way to do 
when you are building a house, it is the safest 
way to do when you are building a life.”’— 
From Forward. Sent by R. Ella Chamber- 
fin, Cranbury, N. /. 


Is It Like Our Coat ?—7hen went the 
Pharisees (v. 15). In a certain village in 
Scotland there lived a half-witted man whose 
coat presented a most curious appearance. All 
down the front it was covered with patches 
of various sizes, but mostly large. When 
asked why the coat was patched in such a 
remarkable way, he answered that the patches 
represented the sins of his neighbors. He 
then pointed to each patch, and gave the 
story of the sin of some one in the village, 
then went on to another, until he had re- 
lated the sins of all in the village. On the 
back of his coat there was a small patch, no 
bigger than a three-penny piece. On being 
asked what it represented, he said, ‘* That’s 
my ain sin, and Icanna see it!’’—From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
AL, Watts, London, England. 


This Wicked Person.— 7hou regardest 
not the person of men (v. 16). Have I ever 
told you of St. Augustine’s story of the man 
who complained to Almighty God about 
one of his neighbors, saying, ‘*O Lord, take 
away this wicked person.’’? And God said, 
‘*Which ?”’—From Sabbath Reading. Sent 
ly Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delavan, N. Y. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


UR map shows the point of a V at the 
southern edge of the Temple grounds ; 
we will stand at that spot, facing north 

so as to see what is between those two spread- 
ing arms. Our position is on the roof of a 
fairly high building. ‘Two tall cypress trees 
are growing in the ground before us, and the 
space between them is filled with men stand- 
ing or walking about in long robes or cloaks, 
most of them wearing turbans on their heads. 
A few rods farther away, beyond the trees, 
more men are mounting a long flight of stone 
steps on their way to a large, dome-crowned 





building directly ahead. ‘The lower walls of 
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the building are covered with slabs of marble 
and colored tiles. It is the same ** Dome of 
the Rock’’ which we have several times 
seen from a distance; now we can observe 
how beautiful it is. The men we see are 
‘Turkish followers of the prophet Mohammed, 
celebrating a festival of their own religion, 





When Matthew came here with the other 
disciples in the spring of the year 30, the 
ground down before us was part of the ‘T'em- 
ple court of the Gentiles, a large enclosure 
where all sorts of people—Romans, Greeks, 
Egyptians, or anybody else—might enter. 
Money changers, and dealers in lambs, doves, 
and other sacrificial things, carried on busi- 
ness here. (We remember how sternly Jesus 
had rebuked the extension of such business 
to inner courts that were intended purely for 
worship.) Those stairs ahead are modern, 
but stairs of some sort Matthew and the other 
disciples always had to mount when they 
passed from the lower, outer court up to the 
holier place for prayer and sacrifice on that 
higher level. 

It seems probable that the malicious ques- 
tion which endeavored to make Jesus say 
something against the Roman government 
was asked in the outer court of the Gentiles, 
where we now see people talking together ; 
for here Roman soldiers and imperial govern- 
ment employees could be waiting, ready to 
hear our Lord’s answer. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Pilgrims in 
the Temple area; north from El Aksa to the 
Dome of the Rock.”’ 

The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. ‘The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the les- 
son-places vea/. Forty-eight places are being 
visited during 1914. The forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8.00, and if all are ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of this third quarter ; cost, $2. ‘lhe five 
for August alone cost 84 cents. (Less than five in 
one order are 20 cents each). Stereoscopes, 85 
cents each. Postage or express is prepaid on 
orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes 
Address ‘The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


HEY send to him their disciples, with 
the Herodians (v. 16). The combina- 
tion was an artificial and suspicious 

one, for the Pharisees represented Jewish 
nationalism (Lev. 20 : 27; 25 : 42), and the 
Herodians owed their position of influence 
and prosperity to the Roman régime. A 
similar union is sometimes seen in the East, 
when in Syria and Egypt Oriental Christians 
and Moslems make common cause against 
Western Protestantism, and in India Hin- 
dus and Moslems confederate against Brit- 
ish authority. With the same object in view, 
Hindus as such seek to minimize the social 
cleavage of caste. But when the call comes 
for personal sacrifice on behalf of a larger 
attainment, it is much the same as when our 
denominations reach out toward union for 
the sake of the kingdom of God. There is 
always a counter minority vote, and a rope 
of sand has not the same grappling power as 
hooks of steel. 

What thinkest thou? (v. 17). ‘The Ori- 
ental mind delights to propound and solve 
such dilemmas. Rabbinical tradition con- 
sists largely of the questions put by the great 
rabbis, and their answers became the nails 
fixed by the masters of assembly. ‘Their an- 
swers are sontetimes brief and pointed and 
occupy high ground, as when a Gentile gov- 
ernor asked Rabbi Akiba, ‘* Why is the sab- 





bath day more important than other days?”’ 
The rabbi asked in turn, ‘‘ Why are you more 
important than other men?’’ ** Because 
the emperor has appointed me.’’ ‘* Even 
so, the King of kings has appointed the sab- 
bath day to be pre-eminent.’’ More fre- 
quently the answer is ingenious, tricky, and 
artificial, and the general impression is that 
speaker and hearer had some cause to defend 
more important than that of truth. The 
deputation had some consciousness of this 
when they said to Christ, ‘‘ Thou art true, 
and teachest the way of God in truth,” 
Thus the passover service asks, ‘‘ How do 
we know that the punishment of the Egyp- 
tians at the Red Sea was five times greater 
than that inflicted by the ten plagues in 
Egypt?’’ 4* Because the magicians said of 
the lice, ‘This is the finger of God,’ but at 
the Red Sea, ‘Israel saw the great work 
Heb. hand] which Jehovah did.’ The hand 

as five fingers, therefore,’ etc. In a simi- 
lar way the rabbis find that each word in the 
Bible is capable of having seventy different 
meanings. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
b 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou art the answer to our deepest questionings. 
When we seek thee we find truth, When we 
find thee we have found wisdom and light and 
life. Forbid that any of us should look askance 
at thee with a doubting or critical spirit behind 
our questionings. May we come to thee, not 
to create by our inquiries more puzzles for our- 
selves, but to have all the dark and tangled 
ways of life made plain through faith in thee, 
and by thine own disclosures of thy will for us. 
Keep us from the blighting blindness of un- 
faith, and sweep away all hypocrisy from our 
inmost thoughts. In thy light-giving name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What if our Lord 
himself were here to-day, so that we could 
talk with him as we can with one another? 
Would you have some questions you want 
to ask him ? Oh, how many questions would 
flash into our minds! What would you 
think, I wonder, if one of us should push in 
close to where the Master might be stand- 
ing, and then take up the precious moments 
in questions put to see if he could be tripped 
up in something he might say! ‘That was 
the spirit of those who questioned him on 
that day of which we are studying. It isn’t 
a spirit we think much of, a spirit that we 
count as right and true. But think a mo- 
ment! Have any of us been loeking at 
Jesus Christ with the cold and critical eye of 
those who rather think that he has by no 
means proved himself Lord and Saviour? 
How can we know him, how can he have a 
message for us, how can he lay hold of our 
lives and change us into faith-filled followers, 
if we do not wholly trust him? Perhaps we 
haven’t thought that we’re ever really dis- 
trusting Christ ; and yet isn’t that what we 
do when we will not put ourselves wholly 
into his keeping? What would your ques- 
tion be if he should stand here to-day, the 
question of a disciple or of a doubter ? 





ISCIPLE 
OUBTER 


ASK IN FAITH 


QUESTIONING AS () 











** But,’’ you say, ** mustn’t you ask before 
you can know enough to ée a disciple?”’ 
What does disciple mean? Learner. You 
can come in the spirit of a learner, disciple, 
before you ask. And he then will honor 
your’ questionings. Let us all come con- 
stantly in that spirit to him ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All to Jesus I surrender.” 

** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.’’ 

** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.”’ 

**O Jesus, I have promised.” 

** So let our lips and lives express.’’ 

‘* Take my life, and let it be."’ 

** When I survey the wondrous cross.”’ 

‘* Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm book * Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 8 : 1-9 (12: 1-4). 
Psalm 73 : 25-28 (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 99 : 1-5 \ 198 : 1-3 
P-alm 95 : 1-6 (190 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 1-8 (242 : 1-3). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


35. More Seed-Houses 


AST Sunday we found such a good seed- 
house, didn’t we? Good to eat, good 
to look at, and godd for the seeds in- 

side. What was it? Name some more you 
thought of this week. 

(Naturally the children will mention other 
fruits, and by questions the teacher can draw 
from them God’s wisdom and kindness in 
protecting both seeds and people from harm 
by the bitterness, hardness and unattractive- 
ness of unripe fruits, This isa sorely needed 
lesson in childhood, one often omitted in the 
home, and is the best sort of femperance 
teaching for pupils of this age, so a little em- 
phasis and repetition is well expended here). 

‘Those are all seed-houses that we can eat. 
God was planning for both seeds and people 
when he made them. 

Here is one we cannot eat. (Show a rose 
hip). Once a beautiful rose grew on the top 
of this and the cup was green ; now the pretty 
pink leaves have fallen off, the cup is brown 
and hard, and inside are—guess! Rose 


seeds! God wants beauty in the world. He 
loves it! And oh, the seeds in this cup are 
so many! 


This next week will you look for queer 
seed-houses in your garden and in the fields? 
Perhaps you can bring one to show me before 
Sunday-school begins, I will have one here 
that I am just seve you won’t find, 

What is the seed song we learned in the 
spring? Itis a long time since we sang it !— 
‘*Waiting to grow.’’ These will have to 
wait a long, long time, won’t they? God 
likes to get things ready in plenty of time. 
Stand up and sing like the birds do when 
they see so much that is good to eat and 
beautiful to look at! You ought to be hap- 
pier than they! 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING,.—Our hearts and 
lives belong to God. 
Before the Lesson.—\WVho can make 
a question-mark on the blackboard? (Let 
two or three older children do this). How 
many questions do children ask in a day? 
The board would be covered if we made as 
many marks as the questions you ask, Why 
do children ask questions? Did anybody 
ever say, You ask too many? Itis a good 
way to learn, and there are so many things 
which children want to know about, 

Do your teachers ever ask questions? Are 
they easy or hard toanswer? We have ques- 
tions for examination or review. Let me ask 
a few (recall recent lessons and memory 
texts). : 

dntroduction.—What great teacher could 
answer all the hard questions that people 
asked him? While Jesus taught in the tem- 
ple, the crowds soon learned that he could 
answer everything, so they kept him busy. 
‘The fault-finders met and planned to ask the 
very hardest questions which they could 
think of. They hoped that Jesus couldn’t 
answer them, They asked so many that to- 
day’s lesson is called ** A Day of Questions,”’ 

This Week's Lesson Story. —One hard 
question was about money. IIold up pieces 
of money in succession, This is one—? 
(cent) made of—? (copper). There are two 
kinds: the Indian head or Lincoln’s, This 
is—? (five cents) made of—? (nickel or silver). 
On the nickel we find Liberty’s head or a 
buffalo. This—? (dime) is—? (silver) with 
the head of Liberty, which we find also on a 
quarter, half dollar and dollar, On many 
pieces we find ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ because 
ours is a Christian nation. Each nation 
marks its money with the heads of different 
people. 

Why do we pay money to other people? 
Somebody must pay for lighting and cleaning 
the streets, for policemenand firemen, Every- 
body should pay his part. Such money we 
call taxes. 

When Jesus lived on earth, the Romans 
made splendid roads to every city, like our 
good *‘auto’’ roads, ‘They sent soldiers to 
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guard them. This took lots of money, so the 
Romane asked everybody to help pay. 

Jesus and his disciples were Jews, The 
fault-tinders thought that Jesus would not be 
willing to pay taxes to the Romans, so they 
tried to catch him with a hard question, They 
said, ** We know that you are a good teacher, 
and that you teach the way of God, but is it 
right to pay taxes to Caesar, the Roman 
Governor? Shall we give or shall we not 
give to him?’’ For an answer Jesus said, 
** Bring me a penny to look at.’’ Somebody 
handed a penny to him. He held it up and 
said, ** Whose head is on this money and 
whose writing or name?’’ They said, 
**Caesar’s.’? Then Jesus said, ‘*Give to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to 


God the things that are God’s,’’? They were 
surprised at this wonde:ful answer, (Teach 
the Memory Text here). 

After the Story.—Where do people find 


copper, nickel, silver and gold with which to 
make money? Who put them in the ground 
and to whom do they really belong? Who 
finds them and digs them up? Who melts 
them and makes them into money? Who likes 
to spend money? 

God gave all these metals for our use, To 
show our thanks we should give part of our 
money to his work, This is a good opportu- 
nity to explain the tenth, to train the children 
to give something larger than one copper 
cent, which is our smallest piece of money, to 
discontinue using the word ‘penny’? in 
songs, prayers and offerings; to substitute 
gifts, money or offering. 

God gives all our days, but he asks that 
everybody will give one day in seven for 
worship. Children are too little to pay taxes, 
but they are big enough to give unto God the 
things that belong to him, and the things that 
will please him. 

Arrange a short song service, choosing a 
stanza or chorus to emphasize our gifts of 
love, prayer, praise, offerings, obedience, 
thanks, etc. 

‘** | cannot do great things for Him 
Who did so much tor me, 
But I should like to show my love 
Dear Jesus, unto thee." 

(Songs for Little People, 60 cents. Pilgrim Press.) 
* Our Father, now we thank thee 

For this bright Sabbath Day, 

For sunshine, birds and flowers, 

"Vo brighten all our way, . 

And now we bring our offerings, 

Our hands, to work for ‘Thee, 

Our hearts best love, our lives, ourselves, 

Jhine ever more to be.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co. Chicago 25 cts). 


Closing song from Carols. 


** Make us kind and loving, 
Help us to obey.” 

Jiind Work.—Wvrite or draw something 
which belongs to God which you can give 
back to him, 

CHICAGO, 


“ 
My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 
. The Plot. 


I 
2. Its Failure 
3 Our Tribute to Caesar and to God. 





EACIL (1) Jesus Christ the Judge of 
men sees deeper than the surface. | 
(2) The right division of our tribute. 
Do you remember the wolf that Red 
Riding Liood met in the woods ?- How pleas- 
ant he seemed! How cordial were those | 
words of greeting, ‘*Good morning, little | 
friend, where are you going this beautiful 
morning ?’’ What a sly old schemer he| 
was! He knew all the time what he in- 
tended to do, but to have frankly stated his | 
purpose would have meant failure. j 
Once, near the end of Jesus’ life on earth, | 
some sly, scheming fellows like that wolf | 
attempted to ensnare Jesus. There were | 
in Jerusalem who hated Jesus, and they | 
ud watched his actions and words carefully, | 
hoping to find something unlawful for which 
they might bring him to trial, imprisonment, 





or ev-n death. 
he mass of people, howeves, particularly 
those mm beyond the city of Jerusalem, 
were fnends of Jesus because of his wonder- 
ful wiracies ; henceto have outwardly shown 
th cowardly plot would have brought in- 
dignation upon themselves and tailure to 
apprehend Jesus. ‘Therefore these people 
planned this trick to force Jesus, apparently, 
to give cause tor his arrest. | 
Zie plot.—Find trom your Bible (in the | 
day’s lesson) who these people were. Let 
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the girls with research reports tell about 
Pharisees and Herodians, Describe their 
plan (vs. 16, 17). Explain who Coesar was, 
and how the Komans had conquered Pales- 
tine, Explain tribute money. Note that it 
must be paid in Roman coin belonging to 
Cesar’s realm, while temple tithes were paid 
in Jewish money. Note the manner of col- 
lecting the tribute and the hatred of the Jews 
for it. Explain that this was an acknowl- 
edgment of submission to a more powerful 
master, 

Kecall the fact that very early in its history 
the United States paid tribute to the Barbary 
States for a short time, and later, during 
some trouble with France, the words of a 
famous envoy rang throughout the country, 
** Millions for defense, but not» one cent for 
tribute.’”’ 

For Jesus to have answered, ‘‘ Yes, it 7s 
lawful,’? would have had what effect upon 
the Jewish population? Had he answered, 
**No, it is mot lawful,’’ of what could the 
Roman authorities accuse him ? 

In order to hide their real intention, note 
the kind (?), polite (?), and complimentary (?) 
way in which they approached him, If 
I could know the smile on that wolf's face 
while he was addressing Red Riding Hood, I 
would paint it on the face of these men as 
they said those next words. Read, ** We 
know that thou art true and teachest the way 
of God in truth, and carest not for any one ; 
for thou regardest not the person of men.’’ 

If they believed this, they would not have 
dared to let him read their real character. 

2. The failure of the plot.—But Jesus the 
Judge saw deeper than outward circum- 
stances; he could not be deceived. What 
were his first words in reply? What did he 
call them? What is a hypocrite? Why 
were these men hypocrites? For what coin 
did Jesus call? Let the girl assigned report 
about the denarius. Refer to the super- 
scription on some of our coins. How did 
Jesus answer? Explain ‘*render.’? Maik 
and memorize verse 2. 

3. Our tribute.— All that we have to 
give may therefore be grouped under these 
two classes: the things that are Cesar’s and 
the things that are God’s, or the things that 
belong to the world and the spiritual things 
that are God’s, Which should have the best 
we have to give? To yield our best to 
Cesar is to acknowledge him as Master in- 
stead of God, 

But God does not desire what we make or 
buy or do, unless we first give him our- 
selves, our heart, soul, strength, and mind, 

Our heart goes to Cesar when we love 
most of all the worldly and material things, 
Men who put business first in their desires, 
women who love pleasure most, have given 
their heart to Crsar, Read and mark Col- 
ossians 3: I, 2. 

When girls spend their young strength 
and health in dancing and senseless dress- 
ing, they are yielding the strength of their 
best days to Cesar. Is your vigor used 
merely for selfish ends? Then it has been 
given to Cesar, After we have given God 
our heart, he is glad to receive the tribute of 
the strength of your body in acknowledgment 
of his mastery, 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Mark 12: 28-34. What great ques- 
tion is asked Jesus? Memorize Luke 10 : 27. 

Read Matthew 22: 34-40. Can all the 
commandments be included in these two? 
Is there any bigger way of loving your neigh- 
bor ? 

Read John 15: 12. 
should love this way ? 

Read Mark 12: 41-44. 
widow give her all ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Memorize it. Who 


What made the 


x 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View’”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


i ee began the lesson last Sunday 
by taking a penny out of his pocket, 
holding it in his hand where we 
couldn’t see, and asking us what was on it. 
Of course we said an Indian’s head, and 
Skimny thougitt there were some arrows, but 
that was as far as we could go. 
finally laid it down on the table, and we 
studied out aX the other things we could 
find. He said to-day’s 
Roman penny, and how Jesus asked the 
Jews what was on it. 
It was still the same day, teacher said, as 
the last four lessons. Jesus, you remember, 
had been too much for the Pharisees in the 





Teacher | 


lesson was about a | 


arguments they started, so they had drawn 
back out of the crowd, and were fixing up a 
question that they thought would surely catch 
him. 

‘* While they are setting their trap,’’ said 
teacher, ‘* we will see about how the crowd 
must have looked that day.’’ 

So he passed around the stereoscope,] and 
in it the picture of a big crowd of Mohamme- 
dan pilgrims in Jerusalem. We could see 
that big church that stands where the temple 
used to be, and teacher said he had no doubt 
but it was right on tliis spot and in just such 
a crowd that Jesus arswered the Pharisees’ 
question, 

Instead of reading the lesson out loud, we 
were given three minutes to look it through 
again by ourselves. Then teacher asked a 
lot of questions, including the ones we had 
looked up at home. 

Bert made out that the Pharisees had disci- 
ples, young men that they were teaching, and 
not having nerve enough to face Jesus again 
themselves, they sent this catch-question by 
their disciples. Kind of catspaws, Bert said 
they were, 

The question was whether it was right 
for the Jews to pay taxes to the Romans 
or not. 

Bumps explained how the Romans had 
conquered the Jews a while before this, and 
made them each pay so much a year to sup- 
port the Roman government, 

Skinny said it had to be paid in a certain 
Roman coin called a denarius, worth only 
about fifteen cents, but all a workingman 
could earn in a day. 

** Why was the Pharisees’ question so hard 
to answer ?’’ asked teacher, 

That was my home question. I asked 
mother about it, and she showed me that if 
Jesus said it was right for Jews to pay taxes 
to Romans, the people would all turn against 
him as a traitor to his nation; and if he said 
it was nof right, then the Romans would 
arrest him for treason to Caesar. I explained 
this to the class, and we all agreed that it 
sure did put Jesus in a tight corner, 

**Did he really answer their question ? ”’ 
teacher asked, 

That had been Carl’s home-study slip, and 
he said yes, that Jesus gave the best answer 
in the world. But Bulldog Jones spoke 
right out, ** No, sir, he never answered it at 
all,—he just dodged it.’’ 

Well, we had quite an argument over 
that, and teacher let us taik about it as long 
as we wanted to. I suppose he thought de- 
bating it would help us remember what we 
learned, 

Bumps believed that Jesus told them to 
pay their taxes both to Cesar and the tem- 
ple, and so did Skinny, But Fred declared 
he only told them to pay whatever they owed, 
and left it to them to decide what was right. 


1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 501 in 
this issue. 
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** Aw, what’s the diff ?,’’ drawled Bulldog 
at last. ‘* He didn’t need to answer such « 
foolish question, ’cause they had to pay it 
anyway,’’ and that stopped the argument. 

** Well, they didn’t catch him in their 
trap, anyhow,’’ retorted Bumps. Then we 
went on. 

** Will Christianity make a man a better 
citizen ?’’ was Bulldog’s question. He said 
one time he heard a preacher declare that a 
Christian ought to let politics and such 
things alone; that politics and religion 
wouldn’t mix, and that he didn’t owe any- 
thing to this government because his citizen- 
ship was in heaven, 

‘*What kind of country would we soon 
have,’’ asked teacher, ‘‘if all the good men 
left the running of it to the bad men?”’ 

** Rotten,’’ hollered Bulldog. 

‘*And if a man lives in this country and 
enjoys all the benefits of our government,”’ 
continued teacher, ‘*doesn’t he owe some- 
thing in return ?”’ 

We all thought he did. So teacher had 
us tell what the government does for us. 
We gave keeping off other nations as the 
first thing, and teacher told about all the 
peace treaties Secretary Bryan has signed 
with other countries. ‘Then we named a lot 
of things from farm bulletins to public schools 
and fire departments, Teacher made a list 
of it on the board, and then said: ** Don’t 
you think ifa man receives all this from a 
government, it is his Christian duty to sup- 
port that government in every way he can ?’’ 

So he called on Fred to name some duties 
a Christian owes the government, and he put 
that list on the board too,—to talk in favor 
of right, vote for right laws and good men, 
pay taxes, hold office when needed, praise 
officers who have done right, etc. He says 
being a Christian ought to make a man more 
faithiul in every department of life, and that 
active Christian citizenship is the hope of our 
country. He told how some folks don’t like 
** My country, ’tis of thee,’’ because it has 
too much religion in it; but he thinks Chris- 
tian patriotism is the only kind that counts, 
and that for this Christian land to have a 
national anthem without God in it would be 
a shame. He told how the public schools 
teach foreigners’ children to sing ‘* Amer- 
ica’’ and salute the flag, and he thinks the 
Sunday-schools ought todothe same. Then 
the bell rang. 

My home-study slip for next time is, What 
catch - question did Jesus answer for the 
Pharisees? ‘Ihe other fellows have, Was 
the scribe’s question a trap or sincere? 
Where did Jesus get his answer? In what 
way was the scribe near the kingdom of God ? 
What did the scribe lack of being in the 
kingdom? What test- question did Jesus 
give? What two examples of breaking and 
keeping the great commandments did Jesus 
point out ? 
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How to Solve Problems 


E I1AVE seen how the attempt to en- 
W trap Christ by a question about the 
authority of John failed,and following 

the three parables of judgment came three 
questions put by leading people in Jewish 
society, Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, 
aud lawyers. ‘The first (our lesson this 
week is in Matt. 22: 15-22) was political, 
referring to the claims of the Roman empe- 
ror. The second, immediately following in 
Matthew 22 : 23-33, was put by the Saddu- 
cees, and dealt with the socia/ question of 
marriage and the resurrection, Then fol- 
lowed the third, which will come before us 
next week in Matthew 22: 34-40, put by a 
lawyer, and was of a distinctly ve/igious char- 


|; acter, referring to the ‘* great command- 
| ment.’’ 


Each of these questions needs thor- 
ough study if we are to understand aright all 
that took place during these noteworthy days. 
Now limiting ourselves to the first, we find 
it in three Gospels, and, as usual, there are 
several points of special interest in the com- 
parison (Matt. 22: 15-22; Mark 12; 13-17; 
Luke 20 : 20-26). 


Daily Studies 
Monday.—Read verse 15. The ecclesias- 
tical authorities having altogether failed to 





accomplish their project of apprehending 
Christ, and being particularly angered by his 
action in the temple and his parable against 
them, determined on a fresh effort, holding 
a council against him, and sending an em- 
bassy to ensnare him in his speech, - ‘heir 
hope was to entrap him in argument, and 
thereby bring about his apprehension, ‘lhe 
political situation calls for attention in order 
to understand the incident aright. ‘The rule 
of Kome was’ regarded with bitter hostility 
by the people in general as well as by the 
rulers, and it was naturally expected that 
with his claim to be the Messiah Jesus Clirist 
would be sympathetic with the national fee!- 
ings. It is from this standpoint that the im- 
portance of the question is rightly considered 
to be critical. 


Tuecsday.—Read verses 16, 17. It is sad 
and yet not wholly surprising to notice the 
mutually hostile parties of the Pharisees and 
Herodians uniting in the diabolical pu: pose 
of ensnaring out Lord. ‘The Herodians are 
thought to have been a political party, friendly 
to the Roman authority, and in favor of Gen- 
tile manners and customs. As such, they 
would be entirely opposed to the ideas of the 
Pharisees as nationalists, regarding the Ro- 
man yoke as an intolerable burden. The 
object. of these enemies was to catch our 
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Lord in his conversation, and to elicit some- 
thing that would constitute the basis of legal 
procedure against him, While, therefore, 
the Herodians must have hated the Pharisees 
and the Pharisees loathed the Herodians, 
both were united in their intense antagonism 
to Jesus Christ. What a power evil often 
has of bringing enemies together in opposi- 
tion to good. 

The words addressed to Christ are impor- 
tant. They confess that he is true in him- 
self and as a teacher, and they admit that he 
is no partisan, Nothing could be truer than 
this summaty of Christ’s character, attitude, 
and action, The phrase, ‘‘regardest not the 
person of men,”’ is a Hebraism (see Deut. 
1:17; Prov. 24 : 23). This testimony is 
particularly noteworthy in view of the con- 
stant and increasing hostility with which they 
had been regarding him for some time. They 
could not find anything to condemn, And 
yet the wicked purpose of these true words 
is undoubted, for the men had no real appre- 
ciation of the character they had depicted, 
Flattery and treachery marked the words, 
and even though they called him Master, 
their respect was only pretense. The sin of 
these men is terrible, and yet perhaps it is 
more common than we imagine. To eulo- 
gize Christ, and yet to live in opposition to 
him, is to sound the depth of infamy. ‘* How 
call ye me Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?”’ 

Wednesday.—Read verses 18, 19. The 
question was whether this payment was in 
accordance with the Jewish law. It might 
be based on political wisdbm, or even upon 
the necessity due to force, but beneath was 
the problem whether it was really right. The 
patriots would naturally be opposed to any 
such taxation, and it is likely that the Hero- 
dians would be in favor of the native dynasty 
of Herod as against the Romans, Thus from 
both parties there was a natural expectation 
that Jesus would pronounce against the 
tribute, especially as he himself came from 
the north, where there was constant sedition, 
and since, moreover, one of his own follow- 
ers came from the Zealot party, Simon (Matt. 
10: 2). Thus if he opposed the taxation it 
would be easy to report him to the governor, 
or if the people broke out in revolt the Ro- 
man power would be brought to bear upon 
him (Luke 20: 20. If, on the other hand, 
he should favor the taxation, the multitude 
would be annoyed and angered, and would 
at once set aside any thought of his Messianic 
claim, 

But Jesus Christ was not to be entrapped. 
The motives underlying the inquiry were 
soon detected, and the questioners are called 
hypocrites. Hypocrisy is perhaps the most 
terrible form of sin. Sometimes it appears as 
simulation, pretending to be what we are not. 
At other times it takes the form of dissimula- 
tion, hiding what we really are. When sin 
pretends to be virtuous, it-is the most awful 
revelation of character. Then came the re- 
quest for the tribute money, and they brought 
to him a denarius, a Roman coin stamped 
with the emperor’s medallion and super- 
scription, made of silver, in which the taxes 
were given and paid, It is thought that the 
coin would bear the head of the Emperor 
Tiberius, together with the inscription, ** Ti- 
berius Augustus, Son of the Divine Augus- 
tus.”’ 


Thursday.—Read verses 20-22. When 
they replied that this was Czsar’s image, 
Christ immediately replied that they were to 
render to Cesar his due. They had spoken 
of ‘** giving’’ tribute, but Christ teaches the 
idea of ‘‘ rendering,’’—that is, ‘‘ paying as a 
debt.’’ This coin was the outward and visi- 
ble sign of Roman authority with all the pio- 
tection that it involved, and as such it carried 
serious and definite obligations. It has been 
shown that ‘‘ according to Jewish jurispru- 
dence a king’s sovereignty was recognized 
wherever his coinage was current.’”’ No 
wonder that as the outcome of this reply the 
opponents ‘*kept on marvelling’’ (Mark), 
and at once departed. 


Friday.—Read verses 23-28. For the 
purpose of connecting the events, it is neces- 
sary to note the Sadducees and their ques- 
tion. They were the aristocratic party. 
Although utterly opposed to the Pharisees, 
they, like the Herodians, were ready to unite 
against Jesus Christ. They would be called 
the Rationalists of their time. They disbe- 
lieved the resurrection (Acts 23 : 6-8), and 
accepted the Pentateuch only. Their ques- 
tion was connected with what was known as 
the Levirate law, found in Deuteronomy 25 : 
5. 6, which had either become obsolete, or 
had falien largely into disuse. The inquiry 


suggests that in our Lord’s view of the resur- 
rection he shared the popular belief (John 
5 : 28, 29), and the question was not only 
directed against Jesus, but also against their 
adversaries, the Pharisees, and what they 
regarded as the absurdity of the resurrection, 
Even if they had accomplished their purpose 
with Jesus Christ, it is probable that they 
would have done him no particular injury, 
but only deepened thcir own unpopularity 
among the people. Some have suggested 
that this question was a mere conundrum 
based upon the materialistic teaching of the 
Pharisaic rabbis; but the case was at least 
conceivable, and even the cynicism of the 
questioners must not prevent us from seeing 
the real problem involved. Ilow are the in- 
terests and fellowships of the present life to 
enter into the life to come? 


Saturday.—Read verses 29-33. Christ 
replies in a threefold way. First, he charges 
them with error, and tells them that their 
error is based upon ignorance of the Scrip- 
ture and of the divine power. This twofold 
ignorance is the cause of their unbelief, 
Then he corrects their mistake about the 
conditions of resurrection, and last of all he 
adduces proofs from their own Scriptures, the 
Pentateuch, that there was such a reality as 
the resurrection, In verse 30 ignorance of 
the power of God is shown, Christ does not 
mean that earthly affections will come to an 
end, but that they will be transformed and 
ennobled. The old relationships will be 
glorified, and the Sadducees were thus clearly 
limiting the divine powers. In verses 31, 
32, ignorance of the Scriptures is proved 
(Exod. 3: 6). God is not the God of dead 
men, but of living, for the relationship be- 
tween man and God could not be ended by 
death. Thus Christ rests the case for resur- 
rection upon our covenant relationship with 
God which involves continued existence (see 
also Heb. 11: 10, 13-16, 39, 40). 


Sunday.—Read the whole passage in the 
light of the Golden Text (Matt. 22: 21). 
Notice how in both questions Christ went 
beyond the mere problem put to him, In 
the former, not only did he speak of rendering 
to Cesar his due, but he went on to remind 
them of the still higher debt which they owed 
to God, They thought that the claims of 
Cesar and God were in antagonism, but 
Christ showed that they were not. In the 
second question the same extension of idea 
is seen, for beyond the mere question of 
marriage in the life to come Christ revealed 
to the Sadducees in the very books they ac- 
cepted the unmistakable proof of the resur- 
rection, Thus not only did Christ avoid the 
snares set for him, but went far beyond this 
negative position by revealing to his enemies 
the actual truth for daily life. 


Questions for Further Study 

1. Christianity and Politics.—lt is inevit- 
able that the subject of earthly and heavenly 
interests should be faced in connection with 
the Pharisees’ question. There is no contra- 
diction between our duty to God and all 
other human relationships, personal and cor- 
porate. The Apostolic Church was clear on 
this point. While God was put first, obedi- 
ence was to be rendered to all legitimate 
authority (Acts 4: 19; Rom. 13 : I-14; 
I Pet. 2: 13-17). God’s claim never con- 
flicts with any rightful demand of man. This 
makes it possible for Christians to co-operate 
in politics in the light of their Christianity, 
and shows the danger of their abstention. 
Religion is to politics what the atmosphere is 
to a house,—it penetrates and affects every- 
thing. If only God is first (see John, chaps. 
3 and 6), then we must and can render 
‘* tribute to whom tribute is due.’’ 

2. The Intellectual Power of Christ.— 
We are accustomed to think of our Lord 
mainly in relation to his love, tenderness, 
and mercy, and we are therefore apt to forget 
the really remarkable power of his intellec- 
tual life. These two inquiries and the way 
they were met show something of his wonder- 
ful insight and grasp. Fuller attention will 
be given to the subject in connection with 
the next lesson, but meanwhile ‘*The Mind 
of Christ,’? here and elsewhere, should be 
carefully studied, 
| 3- The Sadducees,—For those who take 
| up the second question, reference to the 
j article in the ‘Bible Dictionary,’’ by Dr. 
John D. Davis (Westminster Press, $2.75), 
will provide all that is required. 
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August 24 to 30 

Mon.—Matt. 22 : 15-22. A Day of Questions. 

The wicked devices of the enemies of 
Jesus were not accomplished, for he had 
wisdom from on high and ‘perceived their 
thoughts.’? Satan seeks to conquer us by 
subtlety when he cannot win in open com- 
bat; hence we must always be on our guard, 
and if we are filled with God’s Spirit we will 
always have wisdom, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask Goa’s bless- 
ing upon the great work of missions, that 
all the world may know the power of the 
gospel. Pray for Korea and China and 
India and Japan, and for the South Ameri- 
can countries. Pray for Africa and the 
islands of the South Sea; for all nations 
and peoples, Give your children a world- 
view. Quote Psalm2: 8 in your prayer. 
Tues.—Rom. 13: 1-7. Duty Toward Rulers. 

‘*For rulers are not a terror to the good 
work, but to the evil.”’ Good people speak 
well of good rulers and observe their laws. 
A test of a true life is found in its attitude to 
those who have authority. Those who break 
the law are never free from the anxiety of 
discovery. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the Pres- 
ident of the United States and his cabinet, 
and for the Houses of Congress. Pray for 
the king and queen of England, and for all 
the royal family, and the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, Pray for the German emperor, and 
the rulers of all the nations, 

Wed.—Deut. 10: 12-21. Duty Toward God. 

If we would stop to think and meditate, 
the doing and loving of God’s will would 
not be difficult nor arduous. Service with 
all the heart and soul is always joyful, and 
begets happiness and success. Godly fear, 
service, and loyalty go together. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for his 
wondrous faith/ulness. We may be for- 
getful of him, but he never forgets us. His 
constant mercies and gifts are new every 
evening and fresh every morning. Thank 
him for his forgiveness and love. 
Thurs.—John 7 : 25-36. 

estioning and Doubting. 

The more we allow questionings to arise 
in our hearts, the more we encourage doubt 
and unbelief. If we know the wisdom of 
one who instructs us, and trust him, the 
more we accept his testimony and depend on 
his Word. We need more emphasis upon 
the words, ‘‘ God said.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask the Master for 
awider knowledge of his truth; for faith- 
Julness in the studv of his Word; for patience 
and persistence and faith. Ask that we may 
understand his Word, and apply it, and 
give it to others, Pray for the Pocket Tes- 
tament League, that more may daily read 
and constantly carry God’s Word. 

Fri.— Matt. 22: 34-45. Silencing Questioners. 

This answer of our Lord was a choice re- 
ply, and could not be contradicted. Love, 
after all, is the secret of happiness. If we 
would only love God with all our hearts all 
other problems would solve themselves, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God fo in- 
crease our love to him. Pray that we may 
have the feelings of those who truly love him 
and deny themselves to do his will, Ask him 
to frame our purpogys for us and plan our 
lives. Ask him to fill us with the joy of 
loving confidence and trust, 

Sat.—John 15: 12-21. Loving and Hating. 

The hatred of the world is in a sense a 
recognition of their own sin and condemna- 
tion. Influenced by their own consciences, 
they resent the manifestation of true charac- 
ter revealed in the Christian’s life, and hate 
destroys all sense of love and controls the 
feelings. Christ gives us power to love those 
that hate us because we love him and he 
loves them. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Sometimes before 


entering upon public prayer it is wise to ask | 


naturally if there be special subjects weigh- 
ing upon the hearts of others. If we could 
break down the barrier of formality and 
embarrassment and talk freely about the sub- 
jects really upon our hearts, we would add 
to our power in helping one another. 
Sun.—1 Peter 2: 13-25. Patient Obedience. 

The fifteenth verse has a wonderful truth 





in it, and it is ‘* the will of God, that by well- 
doing ye should put to silence the igno- 
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rance of foolish men.”’ A consistent, devout 
life does more to silence unbelief than aught 
else, but it is not enough; with it we must 
bear verbal testimony to the Master. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that God 
may touch our hearts to do his will. Pray, 
really believing that he will hear and Uter- 
ally answer, The strength of prayer is not 
manifest simply in what we say, but in the 
manner in which we pray. A worldly- 
minded man was heard to remark; ‘* That 
man prays as if he believed God could and 
would answer him,”’ 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Each week you may test your knowledge 
of the Bible narratives by trying to answer 
these questions. The correct answers to 
this week's five questions will appear in 
next week's issue. The members of your 
Sunday-school class may be keenly inter- 
ested in finding how many of these ques- 
tions they can work out for themselves 
before the answers are published the fol- 
lowing week. And this may furnish a good 
summer plan to keep your pupils in touch 
with their teacher. 


Who shook out the lap of his robe as a 
sign against charging interest on loans ? 

Who went forty years without new 
clo‘hes ? 


What great queen refused to obey her 
husband, and what happened to her ? 


What namesake of a great hero and 
nephew of a greater fought a giant who 
had six fingers on either hand and six 
toes on each foot, and what was the 
result of the battle ? 


What king won a crown of gold and 
jewels through his general ? 


31 


32. 
33: 
34- 


35- 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
26. 
27. 


The Pleiades and Orion (Job 38 : 31). 

David chose three days of pestilence as 
a punishment for taking a census of 
of israel (1 Chron, 21 : 2, 12, 13). 

Mordecai and Esther (Esther 3:5; 9: 
29). 

Nehemiah (Neh, 2 : 13). 

Lahmi, the brother of Goliath (1 Chron, 
20: 5). 


28. 


29. 
30. 





Congenial Work 
And Strength to Perform It 


A person in good health is likely to 
have a genial disposition, ambition, and 
enjoy work. 

On the other hand, if the digestive 
organs have been upset by wrong food, 
work becomes drudgery. 

‘* Until recently,” writes a Washington 
girl, ‘‘I was a railroad stenographer, 
which means full work every day. 

‘* Like many other girls alone in a large 
city, I lived at a boarding house. For 
breakfast it was mush, greasy meat, 
soggy cakes, black coffee, etc. 

‘* After a few months of this diet I used 
to feel sleepy and heavy in the mornings. 
My work seemed a terrible effort, and I 
thought the work was to blame—too 
arduous. 

‘* At home I had heard my father speak 
of a young fellow who went long dis- 
tances in the cold on Grape-Nuts and 
cream and nothing more for breakfast. 

‘*IT concluded if it would tide him over 
a morning’s heavy work, it might help 
me, so on my way home one night I 
bought a package and next morning I 
had Grape-Nuts and milk for breakfast. 

‘*I stuck to Grape-Nuts, and in less 
than two weeks I noticed improvement. 
I remember I used to walk the 12 blocks 
to business and knew how good it was 
simply to live. 

‘*As to my work—well, did you ever 
| feel the delight of having congenial 
work and the strength to perform it? 
| That’s howI felt. I truly believe there’s 

life and vigor in every grain of Grape- 
| Nuts.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 








No 1/15 
14 Beacon st 


CobbWmH a 


oe7T4 
Congl Library 





504 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 










Remove the Cause 


of 
HEADACHE 


Produced by overwork or 
worry, by Summer heat, ner- 
vousness or indigestion by 
taking Horsford’s Acid Phos- 

hate,—a healthful refreshing 

nic widely recommended by 
physicians, 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 











Positions of Responsibility There is no 
e or wo - 
and Service Await Our while endeav- 
or at offers 
Young Women Graduates or (ha ' offers 
reater possibilities, for true service, than the 
eee and Mission Field. Our complete, 
paaeiont courses thoroughly prepare for work 
n Foreign or Home Missions, in our local 
rishes, as Deaconesses, Church Visitors, Set- 
lement Workers and Pastors’ Helpers. 
Curriculum includes complete Bible and 
Church study, Invalid Cooking, Sewing, Music 
Kindergarten Principles, 10 weeks’ uspital 
Training, etc. Regular two-year course and 
special courses. Freescholarshipsavailable, A 
number of partial scholarshi given by Presby- 
terian Board of Education, Send for literature. 
Address President Board of Management, 
The Presbyterian Deaconess House and 
Train ool for Christian Workers 
1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


(TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


7 Gramercy Park, West 


Under the auspices of the Woman’s Branch of the 


. 4 4 . 
NewYorkCity Mission Society 
Rey. A. Fr, Schauffler, D.D., Pres, 
Special advantages are offered in Bible Study and 
practical work to young women desiring to enter 
upon city, home or foreign mission work. Address 

your request for prospectus to 
MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Supt. 
Room 401, 105 East 22nd St., New York City 

















HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hvmns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 

ing and developing life, and of service to others, 

386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Onantity price, jocents. Send Jor a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 














™ Ome MAKING, THE NEW PROFESSION.” 
istrated handoocKk—it s NER. 





is a 100-pp. il- 
Home study 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, August 30, 1913. 


Why and How to Abolish War (Isa. 
65 : 17-25). 


which are the surest agency for uniting the 
nations by making them one in Christ. 


For individuals who are strangers and who, 
if they were not strangers, would be friends, 
to fight and kill one another is no rational 
way to decide questions of politics or inter- 
national relationships, 

Read Ephesians 2 : 13-22. 


The followers of the Prince of Peace should 
follow him, 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon. —War God's judgment (Isa. 1: 18-20). 

‘lurs.—War's horrors (Zeph. 1 : 14-18). 

WED.—War denies brotherhood (1 John 2: 
8-11). 

THURS.—War shall cease (Psa. 46 : 1-11). 

Fri.—Enlightenment abolishes war (Isa. 


2: 1-4). 
SaT.—Social peace (t Kings 4 : 22-25). 











What evils does war cost ? 
What can we do to help the peace cause ? 


Compare the peace sentiment to-day and one 
hundred years ago. 


AR should be abolished because it is 
an utterly unsure way of securing 
justice, Sometimes might is on the 

side of right and sometimes it is not. Again 
and again wrong has triumphed. The true 
cause has been defeated. It might be con- 
vincingly argued that most wars have been 
fought over issues that did not justify them, 
and that they ended in the success of in- 
justice, 
“ 


Wars should be abandoned as a means of 
settling difficulties, because their effects can 
never be confined within the bounds of the 
issue that is supposed to warrant them, 
Often, indeed, the orginal issue is entirely 
lost sight of, and the war once begun is 
waged for entirely different reasons, and 
usually for reasons which could not possibly 
have been defended as the original cause of 
war. So true is this that diplomacy in con- 
nection with war often consists not in trying 
to avert it, but in managing that it shall be 
declared and begun on as defensible pretexts 
as possible, 


War should be abolished because it drains 
away the life- blood of people. It costs 
thousands of lives and millions of dollars of 
wealth which it cost lives to produce, All 
this could be afforded as a sacrifice to truth 
and right, but not as a waste by ambition or 
incompetent government, To promote traffic 
in opium, to acquire territory, to avenge 
fancied insults, to extend commerce, to sup- 
press free people, do not entitle a govern- 
ment to levy on the life and wealth of all its 
citizens, or to kill the citizens and destroy 
the wealth of another people. 
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year calling for a peace conference stated : 

‘* In 1880 the six great powers of Europe, 
Austria, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, and Russia, spent £ 144,000,000 ($697,- 
000,000) for the upkeep of their armies and 
navies, with a total, on a peace-footing, of 
aout 2,650,000 men, In these figures as in 


| those that follow, we have reckoned only the 


army and navy budgets, and not the colonial 
budgets, which also include military expen- 
diture, but incurred outside Europe, Thirty 
years later, in 1910, the military and naval 
expenditure of these same states exceeded 
£284, 000,000 ($1,375,000,000), asum which 
maintained, still on a peace-footing, 3,800,- 
ooo men. For 1914, we already know that 
they will have more than 4,200,000 men 
under arms, and that the total cf their mili- 
tary and naval establishment will amount to 
more than £ 320,000,000 ($1,549,000,000).’” 
“ 


If we reduce armies and navies, we will 
reduce the possibility of war. ‘The existence 
of great armaments is no more necessary to 
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preserve peace than it is necessary for men 
to go about heavily armed to preserve it. If 
two men distrust each other, it only in- 
creases the risk of their fighting to go about 
armed with revolvers and knives ready for 
an encounter. 
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We can promote peace by always opposing 
cheap war talk, by advocating arbitration, by 


| discouraging needless armaments, by arguing 


for international courts and tribunals and 
police force, by supporting foreign missions, 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 











Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
Dr, Miller's letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


30. Blessings in Hard Times 


T SEEMS to me that there is no reason 
why you should look back over your 
relations with your husband with any 

regret. You say that your love was almost 
idolatrous, You speak of your adoration 
being so satisfying that you even absented 
yourself from church services that you might 
be together, Of course, that was not a wise 
thing todo. I think it is well for us, what- 
ever our other interests may be, always to 
keep God in the first place, and never neg- 
lect our duty to him. Of course, I under- 
stand two persons together may honor God 
in their conversation and occupation, per- 
haps quite as much as if they were to sit side 
by side in the church, 

But whatever the facts may have been, let 
me say to you that it is unwise now for you 
to waste a moment or a particle of strength 
in regret. The true way to deal with our 
life’s mistakes is to confess them to God, and 
then to gather wisdom from them by which 
we may become more earnest and faithful in 
days to come, avoiding the repetition of these 
mistakes, and pouring all the strength of our 
penitence in a new fervor and gladness of 
living. 

With regard to the present there is only 
one duty, and that, it seems to me, is very 
plain, —as plain as the path before your feet 
at noonday. . It is to return at once, with all 
earnestness and fervor to Christ, to reconse- 
crate your life to him, and enter immediately 
upon the duties which he may give you to 
do. Ishould certainly go to the communion 
table next Sunday. God forgives all that is 
past, if you ask him, and then for the future 
he will give you strength and wisdom and 
grace, that you may live more sweetly. 

Life is meant to be cumulative. Each day 
should be better than the day before. We 
should get lessons from the experiences of 
every hour and carry these lessons forward, 
getting them into our life. You have beena 
learner all these years, and therefore every- 
thing that has happened has been a part of 
your education and has left its impress upon 
your life, Simply dedicate yourself again to 
Christ, and let him be your Comforter and 
your Friend, 

Let me say another word also about your 
sorrow, You have given me your confidence 
and I want to be as a pastor to you, a true 
and faithful and loving pastor, entering into 
your life with the most complete sympathy. 
Sorrow is always full of danger, Some peo- 
ple resist it and refuse to submit to it. ‘The 
result is that their lives are hurt by it. They 
come out of it with a little less sweetness and 
sensitiveness of spirit, perhaps. embittered 
toward God, possibly less sweet toward peo- 
ple about them. The true way to meet sor- 
row is with sweet acquiescence in God’s will, 
not resisting, but yielding to him, This 
does not mean that we shall not feel our 
griefs—we cannot help this; God never 
blames us for our pain of heart or even for 
our very deep sorrow, But, however poign- 
ant the affliction may be, God wants us to 
keep close to him in tender love, without 
fear, without complaining, without bitterness. 
Then life is enriched by our sorrow. 

I see in your correspondence no evidence 
that your grief has hurt you. Indeed, I think 
it has helped you. So far as you have writ- 
ten to me, you have not said a single word 
which showed anything but acquiescence and 
sweet submission to God’s will. But I want 
to help you still more in the same direction, 
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Accept your sorrow and know that God has 
made no mistake. We do not know what 
our Father’s plan for us is. It is not well 
even to ask questions; it is better just to say, 
** My Father knows best, and [ will submit 
my life to him ; I will leave all in his keeping 
and abide by his ordering.”’ 

What I have said about your trial applies 
to all trials, to all hard experiences in life, 
to all sorrows, We are never told that we 
shall have an easy time in this world, Christ 
did not pray for his disciples that they should 
be taken out of the world,—that is, away 
from the world’s persecutions and enmities 
and oppositions,~—but that, staying in the 
world, they might be kept from the evil. 
Life’s Pars is not to escape severe things, 
even cruel things, but, whatever the experi- 
ences may be, to keep our own heart gentle 
and sweet all the while. : 

May God bless you richly, 





[ Children at Home 





Under the Mesquite 
By Bessie C. Paine 


AN and Don Rogers crawled in under 
the mesquite bushes to get away from 
the hot sun, 

They longed for the green grass and the 
cool shade of the tall maples they had always 

layed under in the North, But away down 
es in New Mexico there were no trees, just 
scrubby bushes and burning sand that stung 
their bare feet when they ram about in it. 

Nan and Don had been playing tag among 
the Spanish daggers. The Spanish daggers 
are tall plants with long, narrow, sharp, 
tough leaves that are like daggers, 

The children were very hot and tired. So 
they were glad to lie under the mesquite and 
rest, even though the shade was ** patchy.’’ 

Small Don liked to watch the queer little 
animals, especially the lizards that seemed 
all tails, and the funny horned toads, darting 
about here and there in the sand. But Nan 
was afraid ! 

Whenever one came near her she just drew 
her feet up under her and screamed. 

This delighted Don, who thought it very 
silly and very cowardly of Nan tobe so 
frightened, So he laughed at her and teased 
her about it. 

Pretty soon, however, something happened. 
Just as active Don was beginning to tire 
of watching the little creatures, and Nan was 
ready to cry, a rabbit, a cotton-tail, came up 
and peered through the bushes at them, 

Both children kept very still so as not to 
frighten it. It came so close that Nan a/- 
most could touch it, Then suddenly it 
turned and bounded off, its short white tail 
looking for all the world like a little Lunch 
of cotton sticking to it. That is why they 
are called cotton-tails. 

As the children watched it, breathlessly, 
hopping in and out among the bushes, ali at 
once Don gaveagreat scream! Oh! amuch 
greater scream than any Nan had given, 

*¢ What is it, Don?’’ Nan cried anxiously, 
as she saw him grasp a chubby foot. 

But Don only screamed louder and louder, 

Then she saw, and her little face giew 
white. A centipede had fastened itself to 
Don’s bare ankle, 

Now Nan was more afraid of a centipede, 
with its many little feet, than of anything else, 
and usually nothing could have induced her 
to touch one, and she always ran just as fast 
as she could to get away from them, But 
now, in spite of her terror, she reached out 
her litle hand and jerked the thing from 
Don’s ankle ivstant/y. Then she hurried 
him home to mother. 

By the time they reached the house Don’s 
ankle was all red and swollen, and how it cid 
smart! But mother bathed it, and put some 
cooling medicine on it, and wrapped it in 
soft cloth, and said it might have been a 
great deal worse if Nan hadn’t acted so 
quickly, 

The next morniug Don’s ankle was very 
much better, But you may be sure he never 
again called Nan a coward or teased her for 
being afraid of little wild creatures. 
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